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© Wash. Washington 


2 of 46 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Ditto Family History 


dis 


Preface 


The reason for my writing this history of the Ditto family in Md. is not among 
those usually used. Edna had done some work on a couple lines of her ancestry, 
those of her mother's parents, and wanted me to start on mine. While doing some 
of her research at the Md. Hall of Records in Annapolis, which at that time was 
only twelve miles from where we lived, she would jot down the source of any refer- 
ence she saw to Ditto, whichws my mother's family. She had about 15 references, 
starting in 1739.° Before we could do anything about them we moved to Florida in 


1974. 


Not being close to the source of the basic information any more she put a query 
in the D.A.R. Magazine asking for information on Ditto-Bowles—Seibert ~ Richards~ 
Jenkins families, Very soon she heard from two Ditto descendants, Martha Langdon, 
Wynnewood, Pa. and Robert T. Snith, a Ky. Both of these sent some infor- 
mation they had accumulated. 


Among the papers from Martha Langdon was a photostatat of a page from "Hist. of 
Wash. Co." by T.J.C. Williams, originally published 1906. (Ref. 9) As I read it I 
recognized it as what I had heard from some of my older relatives as the true story 
of the Ditto family origins in the United States. However, some other papers from 
Martha seemed to be inconsistent with this book. The book narrative essentially 
is a bbgraphy of an Abraham Ditto, farmer in Wash. Co., born 1846 and died 1904. 

It mentions his father, James Bowles Ditto, listing James' children, and states 
that Abr.'s grandfather Abr. came from England with two brothers, both of whom went 
farther southward while Abr, stayed in Wash, Co, and married Nancy Bowles. Martha 
also sent a will of an Abr. who died in Wash. Co. in 1794, and some sheets showing 
that a Ditto was on the tax lists in Balt. Co. in 1700-1704. These, along with 
other data indicated that Williams! book was greatly in error, that the grandfather 
did not come from England but had come from Balt. Co. The two brothers did exist, 
‘ and at least one, along with a sister and her husband, had gone farther southward, 
to Kentucky. Martha Langdon, Bob Smith, and Maurine Schmitz, in Dubuque, Iowa are 
descendants of these, 


This inconsistency was so puzzling that it stimulated me into trying to find the 
true story. It also alerted me to the possibility that some information when found 
can be misleading by itself and should be checked against other data to be sure it 
is consistent with all the known facts, as well as being within reason in all re- 
spects. We have purchased some books with genealogical information, we have visi- 
ted the Md. Hall of Records, the Md. Hist. Soc, the Wash. Co. Free Library, the 
Wash. Co, Court House, the DAR Library in Washington, from all of which we get bits 
and pieces. Martha Langdon has also found important information from these and 
other ‘sources and generously shared it with us even though some does not apply di- 
rectly to her branch of the family. We visited Dr. Edward W. Ditto, Jr. in Hagers- 
town, Md., and through him were put in touch with John H.- Ditto, Jr., a lawyer in 
Ellicott City, Md. His research has been most valuable and fruitful as he knows 
how to search for wills, deeds, and other, official records, Martha Langdon and 
John Ditto are the ones responsible for most of the information obtained from early 
Md. and Pa. records. Maurine Schmitz has accumulated information on Ditto families 
in many localities, shared it with us, and suggested fruitful sources for investi- 
gation. Bob Smith furnished much information on the relatives in Ky., including 
the Amos family who were related to the Ditto family in.both Md. and Ky. This nar- 
rative could not have been written without the collaboration of all of them, When . 
I say "we" hereafter I am referring to all five of us, We have found a lot of in-~ 
formation which is not generally mown among Ditto descendants, so there'is an urge 


/ , 
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to put it on record. 


We can not always establish a clear connection between the bits and pieces we 
have accumulated and sometimes it is necessary to make surmises from what is mostly 
circumstantial evidence. The best information is from official papers such as wills, 
deeds, birth and death records, Bible entries, etc., but these can not ‘always be 
found. They may have disintegrated by age or insects, or been lost in floods and 
fires, so we accept the circumstantial evidence until someone discovers a document 
which contains the correct information. However, not all written records can be 
trusted for accuracy. In the early St. John's Parish Records (early Balt. Co.) 
there are several duplicate entries made at different times for the same persons, 
but the facts recorded are inconsistent, 


This will not give the line of descent in any Md. family past c. 1890 and in some 
cases not that far. Most present day families have sufficient information to make 
the connection back to that time. Time and space may require that we shorten the 
lineage even further for those in other states. In an appendix we have shown the 
lineage to the present day of all five of us who have collaborated in assembling 


this information. 


There is no claim that this is completely accurate, but we hope that those who 
read it will note the gaps and be stimulated to look for reliable information fron 
‘ any sources they know about, preferably in records, and will then inform the author 
‘ who will send out addenda sheets to all who have received copies. 
There are indications that others with the name Ditto, but of unrelated families, 
settled in other colonies. This will be further discussed when analyzing the ori- 
- gin of the name. 


In order to understand the reasons why our ancestors did some things it is nec- 
‘essary to know a little something about the political and economic situation at 
that time. Consequently, the next chapter is a condensation of early colonial his- 
tory to about 1800. 


Colonial History 


The first settlers landed March 25, 1634. Very soon a dispute erupted between 
the colonists and Lord Baltimore as to who had the right to make the laws. The 
Assembly was finally granted the right, subject to appenve.. by Lord Baltimore. 


During most of the 17th century there was considerable turmoil in Md., with 
William Claiborne on Kent Island, with Puritans who had been invited in to practice 
their religion freely but who in turn wanted to abolish all other religions, with 
William Penn on the north and the state of Virginia on the south. In 1691 King 
William sent over a royal governor and Md. became a royal colony, with the Church 
of England as the official church. In 1715 the King returned control to the 5th 
Lord Baltimore, Charles Calvert. Until 1776 the Calverts managed the colony as 
Lords Proprietary. x 

The earliest colonists were friendly with the Yacomico tribe of Indians, who 
appreciated the trade goods, consisting’ partly of steel knives and axes, received 
in return of part of their land. They also appreciated the help of the colonists 
in defending them against the Susquehannocks, a warlike branch of the Iroquois Fed-. 
eration, who periodically raided from the north. As the colony expanded to the 
north from St, Mary's Co. the settlers encountered the Susquehannaocks more fre- 
quently in raids and clashes. A treaty with them was signed in 1661, but there 
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were still encounters and a line of small forts was built across the northern part 
of Balt. Co. in 1692. ‘ 


The French and Indian War lasted from 175i, to 1763. This halted expansion to 
the west, in fact it caused some withdrawal due to massacre of isolated inhabitants. 
There were few people left west of Frederick. Fort Cumberland was built and the 
town of Cumberland grew up around it. Fort Frederick near Hancock was built by the 
colony of Md. After the end of this war people rapidly moved into the area, and in 
1776 the separate county of Washington was formed from part of Frederick Co. 


In order to encourage emigration ‘the early Lords Baltimore granted each colonist 
an area of land depending on how many persons whose passage he paid for. If he 
brought as many as five his grant could amount to 2,000 acres. Some grants were as 
large as 12,000 acres, Although the grant supposedly included title to the land 
there'was an annual charge for it called quit rent. In effect this rent was really 
a tax. This developed into the ground rent system in Md. whereby a person can build 
a house on ground without buying the ground, but instead pay a monthly ground rent 


to the owner. 


Some colonists were wealthy enough to obtain large grants. Others of more mod- 
erate means were essentially farmers and craftsmen who were looking for a better life 
with greater opportunities. Many were’ getting away from authoritarian governments 
and religions. Some came as indentured servants who worked free for periods of 3, 

' 5, or 7 years to pay for their passage, and upon completion of their service were 
given a small amount of land, some clothes, tools, and food. And then there were 
slaves, many on the large plantations and even a few on most of the small farms. 


Farms and plantations gradually developed along the rivers on the northwestern 
side of Chesapeake Bay. This area was called Baltimore Co., which had been estab- 
lished in 1659. The first county seat was a little village called Baltimore on 

‘the Bush River. The village has since disappeared, and several other places were 
used. In about.1712 a Court House was built on the Gunpowder River. This location 
developed into the town of Joppa, which soon became a busy port as the river was 
deeper then than now. The town of Joppa was laid out in 1725 with 21 acres for use 
of the town, and 1 acre for the use of St. John's Parish Church. 


Some of the planters along the Patapsco wanted a port of entry nearby, so sixty 
acres were purchased on Dec. 1, 1729 to start a new town, which was named Baltimore 
Town. ‘The three branches of the Patapsco furnished safe anchorage for many ships, 

a mill had been built on Jones Falls, and the main road from Philadelphia to George~ 
town, with a branch to Annapolis,.passed nearby. All of these advantages were so 
great that many planters brought their tobacco to Balt. for shipment, and the trade 
through Joppa diminished while Baltimore grew. However, not many people actually 
lived in the town, by 1752 there were only 25 houses, 1 church, and 2 taverns. 


The planters now complained about the inaccessibility of Joppa as the county 
seat, so it was moved to the environs of Baltimore in 1768, This in turn was very 
inconvenient for the planters of the northeast section of the county, so they peti- ' 
‘ tioned the Assembly for the establishment of a new county. Frederick, the 6th Lord 
Baltimore, had died in 1771, leaving no,legitimate children. The title became ex- 
tinct, but the will of Frederick made Henry Harford, an illegitimate sonthe pro- 
prietary of Md. The new county was named Harford. The first court session was at 
Bush 22 March 1774. After the revolution two elections were held to determine the 
site of the court house.and prison. After the second election in 1787 Bel Air was 
selected as the county seat. 
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The city of Baltimore was incorporated in 1797. In 1851 the city and county 
were completely separated governmentally. Towson was selected as the new county 


seat of Balt. Co. 


Frederick Co. was established in 1748 from part of Prince George Co., and in 
1776 Montgomery and Washington Counties were formed from parts of Frederick Co. 


The major crops, in colonial Md. were corn and tobacco, which were mostly shipped 
to England. Tobacco was even used as the currency in the early days. However, 
those who planted tobacco year after year did not know about crop rotation and the 
damage done by not using it. After about 15 successive years the soil was ruined, 
especially from tobacco. This depletion of the soil nutrients made the owners look 
for other fertile pastures and was largely responsible for the urge to move west as 
new areas opened up. The reputation of Kentucky as a bountiful and fertile state 
drew a'lot of emigrants from the east. Several Ditto families and others from Md. 


were among them. 


In colonial times it was the custom for inspectors of the Lord Proprietor to 
check on the status of each tract of land in the "manor" in March of each year. 
Some of these reports have been summarized, along with other records in publications 
such as that by Gaius M. Brumbaugh, "Maryland Records", originally published in 1915 
and reprinted by Genealogical Publishing Co. in 1975. The fixing of March as the 


' beginning of the fiscal year may have been the anniversary date of the original 


landing in 1634, or it may have come from an old Anglo-Saxon custom as the begin- 
ning of preparation for a new harvest. One item in Brumbaugh relative te Gunpowder 
Manor contains some very pertinent information on the land of Abr. Ditto in March 
1767. This will be given later when appropriate in relation to other information. 


In colonial Md. only a few roads were suitable for coaches or wagons and those 
‘in very poor condition, Most travel was by horseback. In 1734 some German settlers 
‘ from York, Pa. hacked their was through the forests of Md. and continued on into 
the Shenandoah Valley of Va. Others followed, but many stopped in Fred. Co. and. 
settled down. There were so many that a trading center was needed, and in 1745 the 
: town of Frederick was laid out. The Germans raised corn and tobacco but they also 
raised flax and wheat. The road from York and-Hanover was improved to a rough 
wagon road and on into the Shenandoah Valley. (This was probably the route the 
Ditto families took to Ky., as Virginians had built roads to Ky. at the south end 
of the Valley, and the National Road to Wheeling on the Ohio River was not com- 
pleted until 1818.) 


There was no road eastward, so» part of their crops were sent northward to Phila. 
for shipment. Some farmers sent part of their crops on long trains of pack horses 
walking over narrow trails to Balt. With more settlers and larger crops each year 
a road to a port on the bay became essential. A road from Frederick to Baltimore 
was completed about 1760 and greatly boosted the shipments through Baltimore. 


Dr. John Stevenson decided to become aimerchant and shipper. He saw that wheat 
was coming from western Md., so in 1758 Ke bought 1,000 bushels and sent them to 
Ireland. It was sold quickly and more followed. Then Stevenson-had the farmers 
grind their wheat into flour. Mills sprang up throughout the countryside as. well 
as in Balt. and vicinity. The Ellicott brothers convinced Charles Carroll, who 
owned large tracts of land nearby, to grow wheat instead of tobacco. The Ellicotts 
showed other planters how to rejuvenate their soil’ with lime, and HEllicott's Mills, 
now Ellicott City, flourished on the Patapsco. Wheat became the major: food crop 
shipped to the other colonies and overseas. 
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The B.& O. Railroad was formed in 1828 and by 1830 it had reached Mllicott's 
Mills, It reached Cumberland by 1842. The C.& O. Canal reached Hancock in 1839 
and Cumberland in 1850. The western counties now had more transportation for 
their crops. 


Although the dollar with its decimal system had been established in 1792, the 
usage of pounds (£), shillings (s), and pence (fi) continued for quite a few years 
thereafter. In 1803 Abr. Ditto purchased some land using the old currency. The 
price seems to indicate a greatly deflated value of the currency, 


In 1790 the first census was made, and they have continued at intervals of every 
ten years. ~The first census gave the name of the head of family and summarized all 
other information by numbers of males and females in two age groups. With each 
succeeding census the information has become classified into more detailed break- 
downs by age and sex, The 1850 census was the first to mention the names and ages 
of individual family members, and frequently is a valuable source of information. 
Even though names are not given in earlier censuses the tabular data can be useful 
in analyzing the family situation at a particular time and correlating the numbers 
with names known from other sources. There seem to be some cases where the census 
taker must have put the number in the wrong column, and there are others where it 
is difficult to determine what individuals are living in the household, they could 
be grandchildren or other relatives whose parents have died, or maybe dven hired 
_ servants. In many casesthe Index for the census has omissions whereas we have ac- 

tually found the missing names in the census itself. Most of the census informa- 
tion is on microfilm which makes it difficult to copy correctly, as the title head- 
ing for each of the columns frequently is not visible when copying the figures. 
Nevertheless, the census information has been used in a few casesto estimate other- 
wise missing data. 


In colonial Md. the subdivisions of the county were called "Hundreds", following 
‘ the old English feudal system wherein a "Hundred" meant the area which could fur- 
nish 100 soldiers for the defense of the Manor. This gradually was broadened to 
mean 100 families, The Hundred became the political unit in Md., comparable to the 
» Township in other states, The Hundred designation gradually disappeared in the 
early 1800's, It was replaced by Election Districts, which sometimes carried the 
name of the old Hundred, but eventually even this was replaced by numbers. 4 


Introduction 


In any family research it is difficult to find old records and when found it is 
sometimes difficult to decipher them. Very few people could read or write 200 
years ago, and even those who could were not always sure how to spell a name, so 
an approximation came out phonetically. The owner of the name was no help. The 
word "scribe" will be used herein in all cases to describe a person who had the 
responsibility for making a record, whether it was that of a birth, christening, 
or death, or by a lawyer or clerk taking dictation in making a will, or in the re- 
cording of a deed. Scribes also made errors. 


In searching the records we get glimpses of how hard they had to work,. and also 
see evidences of sorrow and sadness. We notethat they get discouraged with toiling 
where they are and go looking for greener pastures elsewhere. Sometimes they want 
to get away from places where they have suffered heartaches. Rather than making 
this a mere recital of who descended from whom and when,we are trying to: show their 
triumphs, as well as their trials and tribulations. ' 


' 
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Many persons died at a relatively young age compared to modern times. There 
were many husbands who had two or more wives and many wives who had two or more 
husbands. One finds a husband with a wife Mary and later records show her as 
Elizabeth, We are not sure we are reading about the same husband, or if it is 
a son, nephew, or distant cousin. Dates and places have to be carefully analyzed 
to be sure which is correct. , 


A source of confusion is the tendency in all families to use the same given 
names over and over. A son wants to honor his father so gives his son the same 
name, or it could be honoring a brother. The same situation occurs with the girls. 
In order to distinguish between thosé of the same name we will use successive num 
bers in parentheses after each name, and after spelling the name in full the first 
time it will be abbreviated thereafter provided there would be no confusion with 
the abbreviation of a name of slightly different spelling. For example, the first 
Abraham would be Abraham(1) but the second would be Abr.(2), and so on. If they 
are cousins in the same generation the known older will get the next consecutive 
number, Later on the middle name received more emphasis but we will continue to 
use the numbering for positive identification unless we use the entire name spelled 
out for emphasis in certain cases, 


The repetition of certain given names is fairly good circumstantial evidence 
that we are looking at the correct family, and the appearance of the family name of 
a female ancestor as a given name for several descendants is excellent oir eums ten- 

' tial evidence. 


The name "Ditto" itself causes some problems, Many lists are compiled from rec- 
ords to summarize and facilitate reference to individuals, When looking at lists, 
such as those recorded for immigrant passengers on ships, there is a tendency for 
persons who transcribe the lists alphabetically to assume the word Ditto means a 

‘repetition of the family name immediately above, so an ancestor gets lost, One has 
‘to see the original document to associate correctly the first name with Ditto based 
on other known information. 


; The’ name "Ditto" is definitely French in origin. There are several French 
words from which it could be derived, The following is paraphrased from the World 
Book Encyclopedia: "The French Huguenots were followers of John Calvin. During 
the reign of Henry II (1547-1559) they became an influential political group. Sev- 
eral important persons were Huguenots, Later many were massacred in the religious 
wars of the times, but the Edict of Nantes preserved their rights of belief. In 
1685 Louis XIV revoked the Edict of Nantes. Fearing a resurgence of their former 
persecutions thousands fled to new homes in Imgland, Prussia, Netherlands and Amer- 
ica. Many settled in South Carolina, Virginia, Massachusetts, and New York. Most 
of the Huguenots were craftsmen or textile workers. They played a large part in 
building up the English textile industry." 


The French word dito means exactly the same as the English word ditto, that is, 
a repetition. An analogy would be the back and. forth movement of a saw. The name 
could be from De Taux, pronounced toe. TYaux means price, or rate of interest, so 
the word could be a popular allusion to one who engages in selling or money lending. 
Taux could be a place name, one where merchants and bankers congregate. 


? 1 


A very likely word is étau, meaning a vise, the tool, The combination d'étau 
could mean one who uses a vise. In other words, it could apply to all craftsmen 
who use a vise in their work, - a sort of substitute for Smith. Judging by the nun- 
ber of Dittos we are finding the name must be akin to Smith. Again, étau could 
also be a place name derived from a landscape feature resembling a vise, se, such as 
some very tight bends in a river. 
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Besides Smith, there are many inglish family names which describe an occupation, 
such as Weaver, Wheeler, Sadler, Carter. On a recent trip to England Martha Langdon 
noted a nunber of Ditto families in the Cornwall (southwestern) section, ‘hero are 
too many with the name to have all come from a single ancestor or’ from a single 
place. And we have seen that the word could have been derived from several differ- 
ent French words with different meanings. The names describe classes of persons 


rather than particular families, 


\ 


The first official record in Md. of the name Ditto is the appearance of James 
Ditto on the Balt. Co. Tax Lists for 1700, 1701, 1702 (with notation "1 slave more"), 
and 1704. The lists are in the Library of the Md, Historical Soc., James being in- 
cluded, among those in Northside of Gunpowder Hundred. The name of the tract is not 
shown, although Md, law required each farm or plantation to have a name. The names 
themselves were interesting. There was a "Ditto's Delight", but also an "Ellidge's 
Folly". And we wonder about the significance in one compilation of "Petticoats 
Loose", (Intended to be "Petticoats Lodge"?, - there was one.) 


Going a little further back, we found a bound pamphlet of typewritten pages in 
the DAR Library entitled "Register of Huguenot Ancestors, 1975", presented to the Li-~ 
brary by a Mass. Chapter. One page shows, the following: 


Ditto, Abraham (Deto) “French Blood in America" by Fosdick mentions 
Born: probably Mngland Deto as one of the many families of Huguenots 
Died: probably Maryland who appeared in Pennsylvania and Delaware be- 


Generation 2 - James (Jeames) fore the end of the 17th century. 


It is reasonable to assume that if James was sufficiently established to be on a 
tax list in 1700, either he or an ‘ancestor had arrived earlier. We have searched 
at various times several books listing immigrants but without success so far in lo- 
cating any Dittos to Md. in the 1600's. As' noted below, they may have gone to Dela~ 
ware first. 


We will start by labeling the above Abraham as Abraham(1); James will be James 
(1) of his series. 


An item on page 8 of St, John's Parish Register is as follows: "Abraham Ditto, 
son of Jeames Ditto was baptised 14th of September in the yeare of our Lord 1718", 
This is Abr.(2). His mother was Christiana _? __, as will be shown later. The prob- 
able year of birth of Abr.(2), will be discussed later when analyzing the Inspector's 
Report 1767 for leases in Gunpowder Manor. We note above that there were Huguenots 
in Delaware; we also know there was a Swedish community in Del., the town of Christi- 
ana is still there. Early Del. records may show the marriage of James and Christiana, 
A possible complication is that the Dutch and Swedish communities were taken over by 
the. English in 1664 and placed under the proprietorship of William Penn in 1682, 


Ref.3, p. 66 shows the marriage of Thomas Gadd and Christian Dettor on 21 Jan 1733. 
(The name Christian frequently appears when it is obvious the bearer is female, in 
this case Christiana.) She was the widow of James(1) and mother of Abr.(2) as shown 
below, Thomas’and Christiana had a daughter Margaret, b, 28 March 1734. Thomas Gadd 
d. 13 Dec 1738. Christiana submitted to the court on 10 March 1739 an inventory of 
goods and chattels of Thomas Gadd. The inventory was prepared by her stepson wn. 

Gadd and Wm, Ditto, This seems to show that Wm.(1) was a son in whom she had confi- 
dence. The inventory was probably for the use of the court in determining the 
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disposition of goods to the heirs. Thomas may have died intestate (without a will). 


In March 1743 Christiana Gadd sold for a nominal sum to her son Abr.(2) a large 
quantity of chattels, including farm animals and household goods. The entire bill 
of sale is quoted exactly as written. (Balt.Co, TBC, folio 195-196) 


Maryland Baltimore County Ss Know all men by these presents that I Christiana Gadd 
of Baltimore County widow for and in Consideration of the love good will & affection 
which I have an bear unto my loving son Abraham Ditto & Also for and in Consideration 
of five shillings to me in hand paid by him the receipt whereof I do hereby Acknowl- 
edge & myself fully satisfyed & paid have and by these presents do give grant Bargin 
& sell unto the said Abraham Ditto his heirs and Assigns forever, three horses four 
stears, two Cows, three hedfers, two Yearlings, One stear about two years:Old, two 
feather beds and furniture... About forty head of hoggs two Gotts and All’the rest of 
my household goods whatsoever that can or may be found now or hereafter at any time 
forever. To have and to hold unto him the said Abraham Ditto his heirs and Assigns 
forever all the goods af% unto his and their own proper use & . 7? forever & to nb 
other use Intent or putpose yhatsoever and I do by these presents Oblidge myself my 
heirs Ex. or Admins. to Warr, and forever defend the same unto him his heirs and 
Assigns forever. In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand & seal this Twenty 
fifth day of March Anno Dom seventean hundred & fort} three, 

Signed Sealed and Delivered before 


her her 
S S Young; Margaret Hicks Christiana JX Gadd seal. 
.' mark : mark ,, 


Baltimore County March 25th 1743 Came the within mentioned Christiana Gadd and 
Acknowledged the within Instrument of writeing According to the true Intent and 
meaning thereof and the act of Assembly in such cases made and provided. 

Before ----~-- SS Young 
Received March the Twenty seventh Anno Dom One Thousand seven hundred forty three 
and then Recorded . 
Clk Baltimore County Court 


Meanwhile, also from the St. John's Parish Records is the marriage of William 
Detter to Jane Quine on 6 Oct. 1736. (Ref. 3, p.51) This is William(1), also re- 
ferred to at bottom of p.7 as son of Christiana Gadd. Jane was born June 20, 1713, 
daughter of William and Elizabeth Quine. ' 


Before going any further let us look at the restrictions established by the Lords 
Baltimore for leases on property retained by them in the form of "Manors", This in-- 
formation is obtained from a map of Gunpowder Manor prepared by Mrs. John 5S. Slattery 
Route 1, Box 147-I, Queenstown, Md. 21658, The farm of Abr.(2), called "Ditto's 
Delight", is shown on this map. 


Proprietary Manors were established in several counties in the 1600's by the 
Lords Baltimore to be held in their name or those of their heirs. The lands on the. 
Manor were leased in small parcels to tenants who paid an annual rent. In this way 
the Calverts could enjoy the profits of higher rents as the lands increased in value. 
Gunpowder Manor was laid out in 1683 for ‘approximately 7031 acres between the north 
and south branches of the Gunpowder River. It was opened for settlement March 1720. 


The parcels: were leased for a term of 21 years, or a term of usually three "lives" 
which were those of the kin and heirs of the lessee. The lessee could bequeath, ' 
assign, or sell his leased land to others by obtaining a license from the agent of 
Lord Baltimore and paying an alienation fine. In addition to the annual rent the 
lessee had to pay local taxes as passed by the Assembly. He was required to build 
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a substantial dwelling house 30 ft. long by 20 ft. wide with a brick chimney. 
Within 5 years he was required to plant an orchard of 100 apple trees enclosed 
within a fence. (Was this the origin of "an apple a day keeps the doctor away"?) 
He had to keep his house and buildings in good repair and take no more timber off 
the land than necessary for his buildings and plantings. - All minerals found on the 
property were the property of Lord Baltimore. Any failure in these obligations, or 
remission in paying rent within a specified time, the lessee would lose his land by 


escheat to Lord Baltimore. 
\ 


In 1766 Frederick Calvert, aware of the unrest in the colonies, decided to sell 
his manors. At the time of the Declaration of Independence the unsold part of Gun- 
powder Manor amounted to 5600 acres, In 1781 the State of Maryland began the sei- 
zure of the unsold land as confiscated British property. 


Gunpowder Manor was resurveyed Dec. 1785 for the State by James Baker, Deputy 
Surveyor of Balt, Co. Many of the original lessees or family members made arrange- 
ment to buy their land from the state. Certificates were issued on the new surveys, 
and when the land was completely paid for a patent was issued. Most of the 1785 
Certificates are preserved at the Hall of Records, Annapolis. They were used by 
Mrs, Slattery in composing the map of Gunpowder Manor. ; 


On 24 June 1739 Wm.(1) leased a tract of 100 acres, more or less, part of a "tract 
called Bathana Cambria situated Lying and being on the Branches of the Gunpowder 
River in Baltimore County". The lease was on the lives of Wm.(1), Jane, and daugh- 
ter Elizabeth. (Balt. Co. HWS No.1A, folio 321) (Cambria was the Roman name for 
Wales in the British Isles.) The lease was signed by Benjamin Tasker acting as 
attorney for the owner, Thomas Bladen, London, Eng. The lease contains a few of 
the terms cited above as being in a Proprietary Manor, especially those specifying 
payment of rental, but no dwelling is mentioned. However, the lease adds some terms 
as follows: Thos, Bladen reserves the right to build a dam or dams upon any part 
- of the leased land and to cut down any timber needed for building a-grist mill on 
the land. The boundary description of the area starts at "a marked gum standing on 
a ridge", and looks as if it was determined by using primitive instruments. The 
bearings are all given to an even degree, no minutes or seconds, and the distances 
are all given to even perches, no fractions, (A perch, or rod as known later, was 
164 ft. There were 320 perches per mile and 160 square perches per acre.) The 
bearing and distance of the closing line of the tract was not given as is customary, 
These facts seemed peculiar’ so the area of the tract was computed from the boundary 
descriptions given. Instead of 100 acres it turns out to be 55.38 acres. We do not 
know if the difference was due to incompetent surveyors or was a deliberate fraud 
on the part of Benjamin Tasker acting for his client. In view of the additions to 
the lease the latter is suspected. - The lease is quoted in Appendix II verbatim. 


It is noted that Thomas Bladen was Proprietary Governor of Md. from 1742 to 1747, 
and that in 1752-1753 Benjamin Tasker temporarily acted as governor by being Presi- 
dent of the Council. Thomas Bladen was probably related to the Calvert family in 
some way. 3 

‘On 15 July 1745 Wn.(1) mortgaged the property to Henry Morgan and James Richards 
for 73£- 5 sh., the mortgage to be paid by 1 June 1747. (Balt.Co.TB#D, folio 247) 
We have not searched the records to ste if the mortgage was paid, nor have we made a 
special search for other information on the family of 'Wm.(1) and Jane. There are 
some other Dittos in the records who could have been their children. 1+ might be 
well to investigate this family further, but this will be left to others as there is 
an urgency to put on record the history of the descendants of Abr.(2). | 


! 
. 
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On 10 May 1748 Abr.(2) obtained a lease for 100 acres in Gunpowder Manor. On 
30 Aug. 1762 he leased another 52 acres adjacent to the first tract. Let us now 
look at the information contained in the Inspector's Report on the "State of His 
Lordship's Mannor of Gunpowder March 1767", (Ref. 2, p. 42, items 41 and 42). The 
report for these leases is put in tabular form as follows: 


Date of lease 10 May 1748 30 Aug. 1762 

To whom leased , Abraham Ditto ~ Abraham Ditto 

No. of acres 100 52 : 

Tenant in possession Abraham Ditto Abraham Bryan (sublease) 

Annual rent 1-0-0 (2@-s-p) 0-10-4 3/h 

Alienation fine 2-0-0 (for sub-leasing) 

On lives held aeluaae Ditto, Mary Ditto, Diana Ditto (note use of Ditto 
in Diana's name, although married) 

Ages cf persons Kbrehen 50, Mary 45, Diana 27 


The above report lists Abr.(2) as 50 years old in March 1767. The earliest time 
he could have been born for that age would be April 1716 and the latest would be 
Feb, 1717, neglecting March itself. There are more months in 1716 available for 
this event than in the next year, thus probability fixes 1716 as the birth year. 
Following the same reasoning the birth year for wife Mary was 1721 and for daughter 
Diana was 1739. Note that Abr.(2) was only 22 years old when married in about 1738 
and Mary was 17. At present we do not know the family name of Mary. 


The size of Abr.(2)'s two plats together was given as 152 acres in the old survey. 
The resurvey by the State in 1785 shows a total of 142 acres for Abr.(2)'s farm. 
The 1783 Tax List shows 100 acres in Gad's Delight and 20 acres in William's Refuge. 
Presumably the discrepancy was corrected by the resurvey and the entire plat was 
called "Ditto's Delight". Abr.(2) completed his payments for the land, and was 
granted a patent (title) in 1789. 


For a while we thought that the property leased by Abr.(2) was the same as that 
previously leased by wWm.(1) and we tried to analyze how this could be. We noted 
that Christiana Gadd had sold all her personal property to Abr.(2) in 1743 and had 
not mentioned her older son Wm.(1). She probably assumed he was well established on 
the property he had leased, We thought it possible that wWm.(1) had failed to pay 
the mortgage due in 1747 and in 1748 Abr.(2) took it over. However,*in view of the 
resurvey showing an acreage much higher than the 55.38 in land of Wn.(1) we have 
abandoned this idea, It is (still interesting to surmise what could have happened, 


On 7 Sept. 1790 Abr.(2) Sad wife Mary conveyed to Abr.(3), their son, the 142 
acres of Ditto's Delight for the sum of 100£, to have and to hold after the death 
of both grantors. (Balt. Co. WG Liber FF, folio 93) However, on 2 March 1793 Abr. 
Sr.(2) and Abr.Jr.(3) conveyed the entire farm to William Balden (supposed to be 
Baldwin) for 160£. (Note: Throughout this deed the scribe spelled the name as 
"Dittow!) (WG Liber LL, folio 321) (Information from Mrs. Slattery: Baldwin also 
purchased John's Rest on the NW side of Ditto's Delight and Standiford's Claim on 
the SE side, all along Baldwin Mill Road NW of Long Green Pike (Pleasantville Road. 
Bylanthia Cambria is today the name of a residential development: oe 6 mi. distant 
from the Gunpowder Manor properties.) 

We can understand why Abr.(2) and Mary wished to make sure Abr.(3) had clear title 
to the farm. Abr.(2) was 7/,; years old and Mary was 69, We have reason to believe | 
Abr.(3) was born about 1763; he would be 27 years old, ready to accept responsibility 
and may have recently been married. We discuss this tabor, It is intriguing to 
speculate why three years later Abr.(3) convinced his father to sell the farm and 
move west, 
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‘There was a general restlessness about that time among farmers to move west where 
the land had not been worn out by planting tobacco every year. A sister of Abr.(3), 
Christiana(2), had married Nicholas Day Amos, and according to the 1790 Census were 
living in Wash. Co. Md. at that time. Later they went to Ky. as noted hereafter. 
Others from Md., including some Ditto families, also went to Ky. An item in Scharf, 
Ref. 8, p.1252, is of interest: "Col. Hynes, of Kentucky, formerly lived (before 
1792) nearly adjoining Hancock, where he had a splendid mansion and several hundred 
acres of land. He removed thence to Kentucky with a large number of other settlers 
from this section ‘of the State." Wm.(2), an older brother of Abr.(3), also went to 
Ky., as did a Henry Ditto who was either a brother or cousin of Abr.(3). 


Undoubtedly this western migration of close relatives had some effect on Abr. (3) 
and he persuaded his father also to move where the land was more fertile. There is 
another possibility why he wanted to leave the area in 1793. He may have been mar- 
ried but his wife had died a short time before. We will discuss later some possible 
evidence for this. 


Abr.(2), Mary, and Abr.(3) did move to Wash. Co. Md., where Abr.(2) died between 
March 29 and 31 May, 1794 at age 78. The trip. was too much for hin. 


By quoting the will of Abr.(2) we will go back and pick up some bits and pieces 
essential to a complete knowledge of the family. The will was written by a scribe, 
Paragraphing has been added for clarity but spelling and punctuation have been re- 
tained as in the original. 


Will of Abraham(2) Ditto, 29 March 1794 


In the name of God Amen.’ I Abram Ditto of Washington County and State of Mary-— 
land being weak in body but of perfect memory and understanding blessed be God do 
make Constitute’ and ordain this to be my last Will and Testament in manner following 
that is to say, Imprimus. | 

Item I give and devise’ unto my Daughter Diana Nokes Eight Shillings and four 
pence to be paid by my Executors 

Item I give and Devise to my~ Daughter Elizabeth Baker Eight Shillings and four 
pence to be paid by my Executor 

Item I give and Devise to my Daughter Ghudistians Amos Eight Shillings and four 
pence to be paid by my Executor. 

Item I give and Devise to my Son William Ditto Eight Shillings and four pence to 
be paid. by my Executor (Note: William hereafter identified as Wm.(2)) 

Item I give and Devise to my Daughter Mary Pear Eight Shillings and four pence 
to be paid by my Executors 

Item I give and Devise to my Son Henry Ditto Eight. Shillings and four pence to 
be paid by my Executors (Note: Henry hereafter identified as Henry(1)) 

Item I give and Devise to my son Abraham Ditto one Negro Boy Called Jeffery 

Item I give and Devise to my beloved Wife Mary Ditto all the residue of my 
Estate for an¢dduring her life, and then to be left at her Disposal or to whom she 
may think proper to direct it too 

Item do Constitute and appoint my beloved Wife Mary Ditto and ny Son Abram Ditto 
to be my whole and sole Executors of this iny last Will and Testament in witness 
whereof I Abram Ditto do set my hand and seal to this my last will and Testament . 
Acknowledging the same in presence of thdse Witnesses this Twenty Ninth day of March 
One Thousand Seven Hundred and Ninety four Signed Sealed and acknowledged in the 


presence of David Cather, Amoss Evitt, Josiah Riley 
his ’ 
Abramc{ Ditto (Seat) 
- mark 


13 of 46 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Ditto Family History 


12. 
On the back of the Original Will of the Aforesaid Abram Ditto are the following 


Endorsements to wit: 


May 31, 1794, Sir 
As I am but in a poor state of health at present and 1 cannot attend I suppose 


that my Son Abraham can act in this case According to Law and that I am satisfied 
that he shall do So 

Sir I am Yours ' Mary Ditto 

Witness David Gather To Mr. Thomas Belt, Court, Hagerstown 


Washington County Ss On the 7 day of June 1794 Came Abraham Ditto and made Oath 
to that the within Instrument of Writing is the true and whole Will and Testament of 
Abraham Ditto Late Deceased that hath come to his hands or pessesstion and that he 
doth not know of any other. And at the same time came David Cather and Joseph Riley 
two of the subscribing Witnesses to the within Last Will and Testament of Abraham 
Ditto late of said County Deces* and made Oath on the Holy Evangels of Almighty God 
that they did see the Testator herein Named Sign & Seal this Will, that they heard 
him publish pronounce and Declare the same to be his last Will & Testament, that at 
the time of his so doing he was to the best of their Apprehensions of sound and a 
Disposing mind memory and understanding and that they respectively Subscribed their 
names as Witnesses to this Will in the presence and at the request of the Testator 
and that they saw Amoss Evitt the other subscribing Witness do the same. 

Recorded 7 June 1794 

Certified by Thomas Belt... Reg 

(Recorded Liber A folio 305) 


We do not Facer how Mary disposed of the residue of the deta. - no will was 
noted in the Index in the County Court House. There may be an Administrative Account 
in the Mes Hall of Records, Annapolis. 


It is ‘Heldeves that the children mentioned in the will are listed in order of 
age. Their marriage dates, with some variations, seem to confirm this. Ref. 3, 
with page indicated, notes the following: 

p.- 105 George Knox m. Dinah Detter 25 Dec. 1755. 

pe 7 Charles Baker, son of Morris, m. Elizabeth Ditto 6 March 1764. 

p. 4 Nicholas Day Amoss m. Christiana Ditto 29 Oct. 1761. 

p. 52 William Ditto m, Leah Legoe 5 Dec. 1769. 


All of the foregoing are recorded in St. John's Parish. Along with the sending 
of a Royal Governor to the colony in 1692, the Anglican Church was established as the 
official church of the colony and ordered to keep a register of births, deaths, and 
marriages within the parish. _However, many are missing and it appears that many 
Lutheran, Baptist, Presbyterian, and Catholic records were notpreserved. It is an 
impression that church affiliation was determined more by distance to the nearest 
church than by actual beliefs, The records being in St. John's Parish do not neces- 
sarily mean that those mentioned were members of that parish church. 


Mary Pear was probably married in one of the others with lost records. Further- 
more her married name, coming from a feeble old man on his deathbed, could have been 
misunderstood by the scribe who wrote what it sounded like to him. There was a 
Bareing family living in the general area of the Ditto family, along with Amos, Rig- 
don, Hitchcock and other names we see later. Some from all of these families were 
members of the Harford Baptist Church on the road between Jarrettsville and Upper 
Cross Roads. Included among those listed as members in 1803 is Polly ei HoLty. 


was sometimes used as a nickname for Mary. (Ref. 5, p.193) 
{ 
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Let us now go back and pick up somo other information from the records, After 
the start of the Revolution all males over a certain age were required to take an 
Oath of Fidelity to the State of Md. and renounce all allegiance to the King of 
Great Britain, The Balt. Minutes of Court, 1772-1781, p. 309, show that Abraham 
Ditto, George Ditto, and Henry Ditto took eiisihh an oath in 1779. Ref. 2, pp. 241 | 
and 242, show that William Ditto and Henry Ditto took their oaths in Harford Co. 
in 1778. The Abraham mentioned was probably Abr.(2) who was 62 and past the arms 
bearing age, but still a head of family. Abr.(3) was only about 16 in 1779. At 
present we have nb documentary evidence for the name George. Ditto nor the listing 
of two Henrys in different counties. Possibly George was another son of Abr.(2) 
who had died before the will was made in 1794, or he could have been a son of in.(1). 


Ref. 6, p.29 (1783 Tax List of Balt. Co.) shows a Henry Ditto listed as a Bache- 
lor, with his Security as Abraham Ditto. Apparently all bachelors, especially those 
who did not own property, had to have someone with property designated as Security 
for payment of their debts, We can safely assume these were Abr.(2) and his son 
Henry(1) as listed in his will. Ref. 7 (1783 Tax List of Harford Co.) does not show 
a Henry Ditto as a property owner in Harford. Co. Apparently he had moved away. 


In the large families of those days there frequently was a new child every two 
years. If this happened for a while in family of Abr.(2), Elizabeth would have been 
born in 1741, age 23 when married in 1764, and Christiana born in 1743, age 18 when 
married an1761. William probably born in 1745, age 24 when married in 1769. A111 
of these seem reasonable. However, we can not continue this all the way to Abr.(3). 
It is probable that others were born and later died. Instead of using two year in- 
tervals let us look ahead and correlate some later information which may help fix 
the date. Abr.(3) died intestate in 1828. It seemed to be the custom then for a 
head of family to put off making a will until he was practically on his deathbed. 
Abr.(3) must have died unexpectedly. If we assume age 65 he would have been born in 
1763. The 1800 Census shows the oldest male in his family as 26-45, he would have 

‘been 37, within that range. | The 1810 Census shows oldest male over 45, he would 
have been 47. In 1763 his mother Mary was 42, but still ata productive age. Thus, 
a birth year of 1763 comes within all the constraints we know about and seems reas- 
-onable within a few years. 


Let us now discuss some details about the lives of the children of Abr.(2), tak~ 
ing them in order as listed.in the will. 


As noted on p. 10 Diana was born in 1739. Therefore, when she was married on 
Christmas day 1755 she was only 16. In colonial times many girls married at that 
age, seemingly an acceptable.practice. The husbands were usually much older. We 
do not know why Diana was living at-home over eleven years after her marriage and 
presumably continued to do so. There could have been some tragic events in the 
life of Diana; apparently she never married again. The 1790 Census shows 3 males 
and -2 females in the household of Abr.(2). ‘The males presumably were Abr.(2) and 
sons Henry and Abr.(3). (There are some indications Abr.(3) was married in 1790 so 
the third male could have been George if he were a son of Abr.(2)).° The females in 
the census were Mary and Diana. The spelYing of Diana's married name in the will 
as Nokes instead of Knox seems unusual but it does sound the same. A small pamphlet 
entitled 'The Early History of West Point" (Ky.) where some Dittos settled also men- 
tions several times the name spelled Nokes. It has not been analyzed to ‘see if they 
have any connection to Diana, but many times relatives. gravitated to the same locale 
where they knew people. The pages we have, which are only part of the pamphlet, 
were duplicated by Dr. Edward W. Ditto, Jr., Hagerstown, Md. from a pamphlet in his 
possession to show all references to "Ditto". It is now out of print. 
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The mnarriage record for Elizabeth Ditto, p. 12, states that her husband, Charles 
Baker was the son of Morris. Ref. 5, p. 119, states that Charles Baker was elected 
Captain of a militia company on 27 Jan. 1776. It was known as the Jarrettsburg 
Company. (The town is now on the map as Jarrettsville. ) The 1783 Tax List for Har- 
ford Co. shows Captain Charles Baker’ as owning or leasing 2834 acres of part of a 
large tract called "Goodwill Purchased Again" in Bush River Upper Hundred, Harford 
Co., plus 100 acres of part of a tract called "Antioch" in Gunpowder Upper Hundred, 
Harford Co. Gunpowder Upper Hundred adjoined Bush River Upper Hundred on the latter's 
southeast boundary. The Tax List shows 9 white inhabitants living there, presuma~ 
bly Charles, Elizabeth, and ‘7 others, but we can not always be sure the latter were 
all children. (We should mention some other facts to eliminate confusion if someone 
sees the 1783 Tax List of Balt. Co. There were other Gharles Bakers living in Gun- 
powder Manor, Balt. Co. with extensive land holdings. Chas. Baker, Sr. had 529 acres 
and Chas. Baker, Jr. had 149 acres.. These do not fit in our records, Chas. Baker, 
Sr. was 63 in 1767 and Chas. Baker, Jr. was not a son of Morris.) — 


Christiana Ditto married Nicholas Day Amos, p. 12. Most of the information on 
the family of Nicholas and Christiana was obtained from data prepared by their de- 
scendants in Ky. Nicholas was the son of Thomas Amos, b. 1713 in England, and Eliz- 
abeth Day b. 17 March 1719. The parents were married 25 Dec. 1735.. The, birth date 
for Nicholas is shown in several places as 19 Sept. 1742, but this is believed to 
be in error. Nicholas would have been only 19 when married in 1761, under the legal 
age of 21 and unable to purchase or lease property or conduct other business. The 
date is probably that of his christening, we saw that there were approximately two 
years between birth and christening of Abr.(2), and we have records of some others 
where as much as 8 years elapsed between birth and christening. Many births. then 
were attended by mid-wives instead of doctors and the former were probably not me- 
ticulous in seeing that the event was recorded in the proper place. 


Nicholas was an -msign in the Jarrettsburg Company of militia. It is stated 
.that he was a Quaker but waslexpelled after joining the militia. The 1783 Tax List 
for Harford Co. shows Nicholas Amos as owning or leasing 228 acres of the tract 
"Goodwill Purchased Again", with 12 white inhabitants in the family, presumably 
Nicholas, Christiana, and 10 others. Other data indicates these were all children, 
The 1790 Census shows that Nicholas Amos was then living in Wash. Co. Md. with 2 . 
males over 16, one was Nicholas himself, 5 males under 16, 5 females, one was 
Christiana, and 2 slaves. Also there at that time was their son Mordecai and his 
family, consisting of Mordecai, his wife, and 1 son under 16, Nicholas had given 
up his lease and was on his way to Ky. His oldest son Thomas had gone to Ky. ear- 
lier and was married there in 1788. His letters to the family undoubtedly were a 
deciding influence in convincing them to move. We will continue the narrative of 
this family later in a special section. : 


iim.(2) Ditto married Leah Legoe in 1769, p. 12. A Benjamin Legoe was on the 
Balt, Co. Tax Lists from 1699 to 1704 (name spelled Legoe, Lego, Leago in 3 places). 
Ref, 5, p. 181 mentions Legoe's Point as being on the wide part of Bush River, so 
the family was well established in early Md. The St. John's Parish Register, p. 19, 
shows Benjamin‘: Legoe m. Jean Taylor, widew, 11th Dec. 1723, but on page 7R it shows 
Benjamin Legoe m. Jane Taylor 4th Nov. 1728. It would seem the wife was the same 
person and the parish records were inconsistent. We noted similar inconsistencies 
in other records of St, John's Parish. ,On p. 23R is the notation Benjamin Legoe 
died in month of June 1759. 


On p. 89R it states Benjamin Legoe, Jr. m. Judea Bruceton Oct. 25, 1740, and 
Spenser Legoe, son of Benjamin and Judea was born Oct. 25, 1741. We noticed no 
entry of birth of Leah. 
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In Harford Co. records, Liber 47, folio 173, William Ditto and Benedict Legoe 
gave testamentary bond on 28 Feb. 1777 as Executors of the will of Judith Legoe, 
with Charles Baker and Thomas Hill as their sureties, Judith was the mother of 
Leah, wife of Wn.(2), She wasabout 55 when she died, assuming marriage at age 18. 


A reproduced copy of the original hand-written page from the 1783 Tax List of 
Harford Co. is very interesting and informative. The property was in Bush River 
Upper and Eden Hundreds, part of the large tract called "Goodwill Purchased Again". 
Note that two Ditto sisters, Elizabeth Baker and Christiana. Amos, along with their 
brother William all lived on farms in the same large tract. The information shown 
on the Tax List is tabulated as follows: ; 


No. of acres - 210}, quality of soil - middling(?), value per acre - 25 shilling: 


Value 
Total value of tract = 2OISs 2 Se & Ps Note: 
Children under 10 years,4 L54h 1 pound (£) = 20 shillings 
Females 16 to 36, 2 1208 © 1 shilling(s)= 12 pence(p) 
4, horses, 10 cattle 658 
Other property 25h 
Total assessed value 518f.2 6. 6 p- 
Assessment (tax) 6%, 9 te 7 pp. 


(The tax rate computes to be 1.25% of the total value) 
Number of white inhabitants - 7 (William, Leah, and 5 others) 


An interesting feature of their tax system was that a valuation was set on the 
persons in the household, exclusive of the owner or lessee himself. Note that 2 
females 16 to 36 were worth almost half as much as the entire tract of land, or 
almost twice as much as 4 horses and 10 cattle! (A value of 56£was even set on an 
old and infirm person, but in a family other than William's on the same page.) 

; : 

We can assume Leah was one of the two females 16 to 36 in 1783. If 36 she was 
born in 1747 and 22 years old when married in 1769. If only 16 when married she was 
born in 1753. The other female 16 to 36 could not be child of wWm.(2) and Leah. She 
could have been a maiden sister of Leah or a servant girl. In those days an un- 
married woman without property had no place to go except to live with relatives. 


Bush River Upper and Eden Hundreds were in the extreme northwest part of Harford 
Co,, across Little Gunpowder Falls from Gunpowder Manor in Balt. Co. where the farm 
of Abr.(2), his father, was located. 


On 26 March 1787 Wm.(2) sold to Abr.(2), his father, and Abr.(3), his brother, 
for 200 pounds several negro slaves (either 5 or 10), two mares, one horse, two cows, 
and calves, and three feather beds and furniture. (Liber JLG#H, folio 72). Appar- 
ently this was in preparation for leaving the area and going elsewhere. We thought 
there would be a deed showing transfer of ownership of the farm, and when there was 
none we have to assume it was occupied under a lease from the state which could be 
given up without any problems. :* 

However, we find a record whereby on 24 Nov. 1789 Helen Paca leased to William 
Ditto 113 acres for a period of 10 years. (Liber JLG#K folio 451). It is believed 
this was renewable annually for a maximum period of 10 years, as some Ky. records 
indicate that Wm.(2) arrived there in 1794. The only logical assumption we can 
make for this delay is that one or more in the family developed serious, prolonged 
illnesses.. We do note that a son Stephen was born c. 1787 (age 63 in 1850 Census). 
We will continue the narrative of this family later in a special section, 


. 
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Mary Pear, the next on the list, has been discussed preiously on p. 12. We know 
nothing about her except the supposition that her married name was spelled wrong in 


the will. 


We now come to Henry as listed in the will. There are problems in trying to 
identify Henry with conclusive evidence. We noted on p. 13 there were two Henrys, 
one living in Balt. Co. and one in Harford. Co. The two counties are adjacent and 
children of Abr. (2 were living in both. We also noted on p. 13 that a Henry Ditto 
was listed as a Bachelor in Balt. Co. in 1783, and that the Henry formerly living 
in Harford Co. was not living there in 1783. We also note that a James Simms was a 
Bachelor in 1783 Tax List of Balt. Co. and his Security was Abraham Ditto. James 
Simms might have been a son of Abr.(2)'s sister(?) who named him after her father. 
The 1790 Census shows three males over 16 in the household of Abr.(2). These could 
be Abr.(2), definitely, and any combination of two others from the list of Henry, 
James Simms, Abr.(3), and George Ditto. 


We do have firm evidence of a Henry Ditto in Ky. and since a Henry had disappeared 
from Harford Co. we assume they were the same person. Good evidence for this is the 
given names of the children of Henry in Ky. which repeat many of the given names of 
the Ditto family in Md. Also, let us review some information available to us but 
the significance of which had escaped us. The written Oaths of Fidelity were col- 
lected by different magistrates for their limited area and submitted in "Returns" to 
the County Court. The Returns of Robert Amos in Harford Co. 1778 show a list of 
136 names, which included Capt. Charles Baker, Nicholas Amoss, William Ditto, and 
Henry Ditto. (Ref. 2, pp. 241, 242). This shows that Henry was living in the same 
general area as three children of Abr.(2) and makes it highly probable that he was 
their brother. He may have been living with his brother William and helping on the 
farm. We note later that Henry named his first son after himself but the next one 
was named William. As for the Henry listed as a Bachelor in 1783 Tax List of Halt. 
Co., he could have been a nephew of Abr.(2) along with James Simms. Or another pos- 
sibility is that the entire list of bachelors was copied by the enumerator from an 
old, outdated list without checking. We have noted other attempts at short-cuts by 
enumerators, . 

(Deed Book 8, pp. 652,653 Jefferson Co. Ky.) 

An item of interest which illustrates one of the primary reasons for the rush to 
ky. is a deed given by Henry Ditto and Nancy his wife on 19 April, 1810. The deed 
was to James Prichard for a rectangular piece of land 500 poles in the N-S direc- 
tion by 320 poles in the E-W-direction. (The pole in the deed is the same as the 
perch mentioned on p. 9) The area computes to be 1,000 acres as stated in the deed. 
it was the same land patented by Henry on 19 Feb. 1789. The book by Briggs, in 
next paragraph, says Henry arrived near West Point in Hardin Co. in 1789. It could 
have been earlier, Henry Co. is about 45 miles from West Point. Undoubtedly, let- 
ters from Henry to his relatives in Md., along with those from Thomas Amos, mention- 
ing the availability of large tracts of land were a great influence in convincing 
the Nicholas Amos and William Ditto families to move, 


At the bottom of p. 13 we referred to a pamphlet entitled "The Early History of 
West Point", Ky., published in 1955 by Richard Briggs, postmaster of west Point, 
Most of the data in it seems. to be based on family records or recollections. The 
latter can be inaccurate as to dates and other facts, especially on events which 
happened over 150 years earlier. West Point, Ky. is in Hardin Co., on the, Ohio 
River about 20 miles downstream (SW) from Louisville. -A stream flowing into the 
Ohio there was called the Salt River. The lower portion is still. known as the Salt 
River, but the main branch upstream is called the Rolling Fork. (Abr, Lincoln was 
born in Hardin Co, 1809. Funk & Wagnalls Dictionary, 1962.) 


! 
fy 
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Some quotes from the pamphlet, in separately numbered paragraphs with page of the 
pamphlet in parentheses at end of each quotation: 


1. "From early court records it appears that the following settlers had estab- 
lished their home at tha’ mouth of Salt River by the fall of 1789 .... Honry Ditto, 
with his wife and family, were established in their cabin on a tract noar Tioga 
Creek two miles south of the river ...."(p. 10) 


2. "At the July term, 1798, of the Hardin Co. Court, Samuel Pearman, Henry Ditto, 
James Young and other citizens petitioned the court to establish a town at the mouth 
of Salt River by the name of West Point .... The County Judge appointed the follow- 
ing gentlement as members of the first town board. Henry Ditto... (and 4 others)..." 


(p. 12) 


3. 'When the town was incorporated in 1796, Henry Ditto was appointed by Gov. 
Isaac Shelby as a member of the first town board, and he holds the distinction of 
being the chairman of the first town board."(p. 112) (Note that date and other in- 

formation is inconsistent with that in paragraph 2.) 


4. "The Ditto family came to Ky. from Virginia, where they were neighbors of the 
Withers and Young family."(p. 112) (Note: Henry could have gone to Va. from Md. and 
even married there. A search of the marriage records in Balt. Co. from 1777 to 1816 
and in Harford Co. to 1826 show none for a Henry Ditto. It is believed that the fam- 
ilies of Nicholas Amos and William Ditto also went into Ky. from Va. as roads had 
been opened between the two and it was easier to go down the Shenandoah Valley to 
them than cross the mountains to the Ohio River. The road from western Md. to the 
Ohio River at Wheeling was not opened until 1818, In early colonial times Ky. was 
a part of Va. and many residents of Va. did move to Ky. Ky. was admitted as a State 


on June 1, 1792. 


5. "Henry Ditto and his wife Elizabeth raised a large family ... Children of 
Henry and Elizabeth follows: 

Julia Elizabeth Ditto, b, 1803, m, Samuel Lansdale June 26, 1821. 

Dr. James C, Ditto, b.c. 1800, m. Mary Ellen Young 1825. 

Alfred G, Ditto, m. Lucy Withers (or Sarah Brooks Withers) 

John Ditto, b. 1793, m. Patsy Northcutt 

Henry Ditto, Jr., believed to have married and moved 

William Ditto, m. Margaret Withers Nov. 3, 1817 

Polly Ditto, m. Ezekiel Field " (pp. 112, 113) 


The foregoing list omits Abraham Ditto, who is mentioned several times in the 
pamphlet, once*as brother-in-law ‘of Samuel Lansdale, m. to his sister, Julia Hliza~ 
beth, and on p. 132 as brother of John, Alfred, Dr. J.C., and William Ditto, The 
list also omits two others, noted below. 


6. "Henry Ditto died in-1830, for deeds were made by his estate in that year." 
(p. 113). The age for taking the Oath of Fidelity was 18 or over. Assuming he was 
18 when he took it in 1778 he was born in; 1760, age 29 when he arrived in Hardin Co., 
and 70 when he died. These are reasonable figures but there could be a variation of 
a year or so. (Note: We assumed the names in the will of Abr.(2) were in order of 
age, thus Henry was next older than Abr. (3), whose assumed birth year of 1763 was 
also obtained from certain suppositions and could also be off a year or so.) 


To continue our system for designating like names by numerals in parentheses, al- 


though not shown in quotations, William is’Wm.(3), James is James(2), Abraham is 
Abr.(4), Henry, Sr. is Henry(1), and Henry, Jr. is Henry(2). 
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- Some of the foregoing account from "The Early History of West Point" needs cor- 
recting based on more accurate information from written documents. The first doc- 
ument is an account in the Va. Historical Magazine, Vol. 19, pp. 68-86, quoting the 
diary of Henry Bartlett, from Frederick Co. Va., who made a trip to Ohio and Ky. in 
1805, apparently to visit some of his children. (Frederick Co. is the most north- 
erly one, in the peak now bordered by W.Va. on two sides, south of Martinsburg. ) 


The diary states that Henry Ditto had a son Henry, Jr. by his first wife. (Name 
not mentioned.) He was married the second time to Nancy Bartlett, daughter of the 
author who gave his consent! (How old was she to need consent, or was that a Va. 
custom?) Nancy is mentioned as the wife in the deed referred to on p. 16. Their 
children are listed in the back of the diary as William, Polly Crane, Abraham, John, 
Levi, Matilda, James Crane, Betsy, and "one to come". More specific information on 
them from official records is as follows: (Henry m. Nancy Jan. 5, 1786, Jefferson Co.) 

William, b. Oct. 15, 1786, d. June 15, 1847 

m. lst. Margaret Withers Nov. 3, 1817 in Hardin Co, Margaret d. Aug. 16, 1844 
2nd. Elizabeth (Prewitt) Long Sept. 18, 1845 in Meade Co. 

Polly, b. 1788, d. 18287, m. Ezekiel Field Dec. 2, 1806 in Hardin Co. 

Abraham, b, 1790. Apparently never married, will mentions nieces and nephews. 

John J,, b. Feb, 10, 1793,.d. before June 20, 1852, m. Martha Northeutt. 

Levi Ditto, b. 1794. (Not listed in Briggs' book, but mentioned on p. 18) 

Matilda, b. 1796. ( 6 u ee a 

James Crane, b. 1798, m, Ellen V. Young Dec. 30,.1628 in Hardin Co. 

Julia Elizabeth (Betsey), b. 1803, d. June 12, 1854, m. Samuel Lansdale June 6, 

Alfred G., b. 1805, m. Jane Brooks Aug. 28, 1834 in Hardin Co. ~ (1820. 


We note the names of William, Abraham, and James in the family of Henry and which 
also appear in the Md. families. We also note Elizabeth and Polly, which is a nick- 
name for Mary. We note that none of the three girls was named Jane. There seems 
to be substantial evidence for the statement to be-correct in Williams, "History of 
Washington County" that two brothers of Abraham went farther southward, although 
the evidence is circumstantial and not absolutely conclusive. There was no mention 
of the sister! : 


The continuation of the descendants of the family of Henry will be given later 
in a special section. Continued on p. 32. 


de left Abr.(3) on page 11 after having moved with his parents to Wash, Co. where 
Abr.(2) died in 1794. Ref. 4, p. 59 shows that an Abr. Ditto married Ann Amos in 
Harford Co. 23 May, 1796. We were not certain which Abr. this could be until we put 
together two pieces of information from documents 38 years apart. We were still 
affected by Ref, 9 which said that Abr.(3) married Nancy Bowles. Ann b. 23 Oct 1766, 


(Note: In the next paragraph we have vin.(4) and James (3). «m.(3), James(2), 
and Abr.(4) were in family of Henry(1) in Ky., although numerical designations not 
shown in above.) . ; 

Equity Case 1352 filed in 1855 in Wash. Co. by James B. Ditto(3) against his’ 
brother Wm.(4) was for an accounting of the estate of Abr.(3), of which Wm.(4) was 
Administrator. This document mentions ithe heirs of Abr.(3) as daughter Martha, 
daughter Mary, son William, daughter Nancy A., who married Cyrus Huston, and son 
James, B, , 

(Will Book 1, folio 48) 
The other document is the will of Robert Amoss, Sr. dated’24 March 1817 in 
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Harford Co. which states "I give and bequeath to my daughter Ann Ditto's ‘children 
my grandson William Ditto my silver shoe buckles and knee buckles and to my grand- 
daughter Martha and Mary Ditto twenty dollars each to be paid out of my estate by 
my executors.....'' Obviously the father was Abr.(3) who had gone back to Harford 
Co. to marry Ann Amos. The Amos and Ditto families had lived only a few wiles 
apart, the Ditto family in Gunpowder Manor of Balt. Co. and the Amos family across 
Little Gunpowder Falls in Harford Co. The narrative will account later for the 
probable reasons daughter Nancy A. and son James B, were not mentioned in the will. 


Supplementing this’ will was one dated 8 Apr 1832 by Martha McComas Amos, mother 
of Ann Ditto. (Harford Co. Wills Lib. TSB#1, folio 30, 31) ‘The will states "1 
give and bequeath to Mary Hitchcock wife of Baker Hitchcock my chest of drawers ... 
To Martha Rigdon wife of Stephen Rigdon, Jr. my trundle bed bedstead and furniture 
...' The Martha mentioned was not the daughter of Ann Ditto, she was the daughter 
of Robert Amos, Jr, The 1850 Census shows she was 57 then, b. 1793, 3 years before 
Ann Amos was married. : 


There were several branches of the Amos family (usually spelled Amoss) in Har- 
ford Co, The parents of Ann were Robert, Sr, and Martha McComas Amoss, m, 22 Dec 
1765. ‘Robert, Sr, and his son Robert, Jr. were both active in the political life 
of Harford Co. Ref. 5, p. 352 states Robert, Sr. was a representative in the Md. 
House of Delegates in 1790 and 1792; p. 357 states he was Sheriff of the County in 
1785 and 1795. Robert Amoss, Jr. was Sheriff in 1796 and 1800, 


wn.(4) was born to Abr.(3) and Ann 16 Apr 1797. (Gravestone record, John Ditto 
and Ref, 8, p. 1251) We had no record of the births of the others, so we had to 
look for supplementary information. The marriage license records of Wash. Co. show 
Martha Ditto m. James Wilson 16 Sept 1817, and Mary Ditto m. Charles B. Hitchcock 
13 Nov 1822. The name Hitchcock was recognized as one which occurred frequently in 
Harford Co. so we went to the, 1850 Census for that county. There was no Chas. B. in 
the Index but there was a Chas. Ff. we found Chas. F. but the list of names in that 
family were not "pertinent". However, by going through the microfilm slowly we did 
find Chas, B, and the names were very pertinent. This illustrates some of the prob- 
lems in trying to trace ancestry, the records including Indexes are not perfect. 


‘ary, wife of Chas. B., was listed as 50 years old, thus b. in 1800 and age 22 
when married. Chas. B, was listed as age 66, Cemetery Records of Ebenezer M.E. 
Church in Md. Hist. Soc. show: Chas. B. 16 Dec 1785 to 16 Dec 1850; Mary, his wife, 
4 May 1806 to 17 Apr 1852. The record for Mary seems to be in error, actual date of 
1800 probably read as 1806; dates on old stones are very difficult to read. Children: 
of Mary and Charles, usually called Baker, were: Sarah, b. 1828; Mary, b. 1830; 
William,’ b. 1830 (twin of Mary); Charity, b. 1832, Martha, b. 1834; Henrietta, b, 
1836. Although the Ditto and Amos families were separated about 90 miles there was 
visiting by the Ditto girls to the home of their Amos grandparents where they met man 
from the area. James Wilson may have been born in Wash, Co, : 


James and Martha Wilson were living in Holmes Co. Ohio on 19 May 1843, as on that 
date they revoked the Power of Attorney they had given Cyrus Huston to sell all land 
representing Martha's interest in the estate of her father, They had probably heard 
of the sale in 1840 by Cyrus and Nancy Huston of Nancy's interest in the estate to 
James B, Ditto and wanted Cyrus to sell Martha's interest. (See p. 28). That deal 
apparently fell through, as in 1846 wm.(4) received a deed from Martha selling her 
interest for a mortgage on the property. Her husband James was not mentioned, so he 
must have died in the interim. In 1848 wm.(4) made the same arrangement with sister 
Mary and her husband Charles Hitchcock, who was named in the contract of sale. 
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There are on record in the Wash. Co. Court House several bills of sale showing 
purchase by Abr.(3) of certain farm animals and equipment in early 1800's, We now 


quote in condensed form the deed for the first purchase by Abr.(3) of his own farm 
in Wash, Co, (Note: All deeds will be condensed hereafter to save space.) 


On 10 Sept. 1803 Wm, Ijams sells to Abr, Ditto for the sum of 188210 s. (note 
use of old currency although new dollar was established in 1792) the following lands 
contiguous to each other. "The Chance" containing 110 acres, "Hole in the Rock! 
containing 58 acres, part of "Mountain of Wales" (to Wm. Ijams in 1793), also that 
to wm. Ijams 1799 and all that tract to Wm, Ijams called "Addition to Chance", whole 
of aforesaid containing all houses, buildings, waters, etc. Mmtire sum paid this 
date, Witnesses: James McClain, Henry Ankeney. Total of 251 acres.. 


We now note another item'in the marriage license records of Wash, Co. which was 
a surprise, the marriage of Abr,(3) and Mary Berry 22 Oct. 1807. A child was born 
Dec. 4, 1809 and was named James Bowles Ditto. (Not sure he was their first child, 
1810 Census indicates possibility of another., Discussed in more detail later.) 
Williams in his "Hist of Wash. Co." states that James Bowles D. had a grandson, 
William Augustus Bowles Ditto (spelled Bolles in the book). He used "Bowles" as his 
given name. This emphasis on Bowles would seem to indicate a close connection be- 
tween the Ditto and Bowles families. We have made all sorts of assumptions in trying 
to find that connection but can not say we have conclusive evidence for it. It is 
well to give at this time some information on the Bowles families in Md., particu- 
larly in Wash. Co., and you will understand why we have made the various assumptions. 


It has been mentioned in several family narratives that Mary Ditto, who married 
Abr.(2) in about 1738 was originally Mary Bowles. We can find no conclusive evidence 
for this. Ref, 3, p. 19, states Nicholas Bowles was married in Balt. Co. in 1728. 

We also note that an Ann Ditto m. Philip Benson in Kent Co. in 1708. Ref. 3 also 
shows several Bowles marriages in Kent Co. in early 1700's. Apparently the Bowles 
family was well established in Kent Co. on the Eastern Shore and the Ditto family in 
Balt. Co. on the Western Shore with some travel between the two counties, The manor 
records in St. Mary's Co. show there was a branch of the Bowles family there in 1741. 
If Mary were a Bowles we think the Bowles name would have shown up in some of her 
children. 


Let us look at the Bowles family which was in Wash. Co. Most of the information 
on them was extracted from documents in the D.A.R. Library, Washington, D.C. One 
document is an 87 page pamphlet by Ruth B. Stevens entitled "Descendants of Thomas 
Bowles of Md.", presented to the Library by the General# Record Comm. of Mich. DAR. 
Another document is 256-page. hard-cover book entitled "History of the Bowles Family" 
by Thomas M. Farquhar. There is also a portion of a pamphlet in the Md. Hist. Soc. 
on William Augustus Bowles. (#Word should be "Genealogical" ) 


The progenitor of the Wash. Co. family was Thomas Bowles who settled in Fred, Co. 
in 1758 as an immigrant from England. (Until 1776 what is now Wash, Co. was part of 
Fred. Co.) He may have been distantly related to other Bowles families already in 
Md., but did not come from their area. The Stevens pamphlet includes some items 
difficult to interrelate, It states Thomas was born in England e. 1743, arrived in 
Md. 1758, and married Eleanor Price 1762. He would have been only 15 when arrived 
and 4 years later was married, under the legal age of 21. His birth must have been 
earlier. He had received a good education in the English schools which undoubtedly 
gave him an advantage in business dealings. He acquired wealth sufficient to pur- 
chase an extensive plantation. A map of Wash. and Fred. Counties prepared in 1808 
by Chr. Varlé(?) shows the Bowles ‘plantation as one of the few so designated, 
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being on the west side of Conococheague Creek, about 8-3/4 mi, distant on bearing 
N60°W from center of Hagerstown, and about 3-3/4 mi. distant on bearing N15°E from 
St. Paul's Church. It was approximately 1 mile south of the Mason-Dixon Line. (The 
map was duplicated from the original by George Horvath, Jr., 5818 Mineral Hill Road, 
Eldersburg, Md. 21784. Mr. Horvath prepares maps as a paying hobby from old land 
records.) Thomas Bowles was Clerk of: the County, and a Member of the Committee of 
Correspondence and Observation from Fred. Co. This Committee was one of many estab- 
lished throughout the colonies in pre-Revolutionary times to consider joint action 
against the Britigh Govt.. His being a member is considered sufficient grounds for 
claiming him as an ancestor for DAR membership. 


The children of Thomas and Eleanor were: 


William Augustus, b. Oct. 22, 1763 Samuel, b. April 13, 1773 

Thomas, b, March 29, 1765 Susannah, b. June 3, 1775 

John, b. Oct. 10, 1766 Isaac, b. April 1, 1777 

Catherine, b. June 3, 1769 Evan, b. Dec. 3, 1778 | 

Mary Nell, b. March 22, 1771 James Hamilton, b. Dec. 28, 1780 
(2nd name also shown as Neil, but Ann Matilda, b. May 20, 1783 
‘probably Nell after her mother) Juliet, b. Oct. 9, 1784 


The will of Thomas Bowles, dated 7 Sept. 1787 (Liber A, folio 157) is interesting 
in showing how a wealthy man made provisions for keeping his wealth in the family. 
’It has been condensed to save space. 


"I bequeath to wife Eleanor sole use of personal and real estate during her nat- 
ural life and as long as she remains my widow for purpose of bringing up and educat— 
ing my younger children, but in case she should marry I bequeath sum of 200 pounds 
current money and no more. I give to my five daughters Katherine, Mary, Suzey, 
Nancy, and Juliet the sum. of 300 pounds current money a horse or mare with saddle 
and bridle to each of them. If one dies her share tobe distributed equally to all 
others. On death or marriage of my wife remainder to my sons who shall be living 
then. Also gives Eleanor as long as she remains a widow power to dispose of real 
estate, etc. Son John Bowles appointed Executor. Witnesses: Andrew Crawford, 
Joseph Firey, Denton Jacques. 

John Bowles gave oath on Sept. 29, 1787 that this is last will of Thomas Bowles, 
late of said County deceased. (Note: There are some DAR record which indicate 
Thomas Bowles died 1790 or later. Obviously they are incorrect.) ; 


We now discuss the career of William Augustus Bowles (W.A.B.) to find the attrac- 
tion for using his full name as the given name of a child. The information is a 
short composite of that obtained from several sources, including the pamphlet in the 
Md. Hist, Soc., about 15 pages in Farquhar's book, and a book in the Wash. Co. Li- 
brary entitled "William Augustus Bowles", by Joseph Millard. 


"W.A.B. ran away from home at age 14, went to Philadelphia, and joined the Brit— 
ish Army in 1778. He was sent to the West Indies for duty, but later was discharged 
for failure to adhere strictly to orders.;" He then lived with the Creek Indians near 
Pensacola, Fla, for 2 years. He was adopted into the tribe and married an Indian 
girl named Singing Bird. At one time in his career he was in London with the desig- . 
nation of Ambassador from the Creek and Cherokee Nations to His Majesty's Court. 

His close association with the British caused suspicion by his father's neighbors 
of his father's interest in the cause of fighting the British, When the British re-. 
sumed war in Florida against Spain W.A.B. returned to lead the tribes against the 
Spaniards. Apparently he was given a commission as a general in the British Army. 
He was captured by the Spaniards and died a prisoner in Morro Castle, 23 Dec. 1805," 
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The details of his career had probably been lost with time and by 1880, a possi- 
ble year for birth of his namesake, he had become a glamorous, romantic legend, re- 
membered primarily as having been an ambassador and a general. 


In view of the name James Bowles Ditto for a child who obviously was a child of 
Mary Betry Ditto, and later the name of his grandson William Augustus Bowles Ditto, 
we assumed that Mary Berry was a widow, Mary Bowles Berry, b. 1771. The evidence 
for this is very flimsy, consisting only of an analysis of the 1800 Census. We 
found a John Berry in the 1800 Census of Conococheague Hundred, Wash. Co. with data 
as follows: Males Females There is no John Berry in the 1810 Census so 


Under 10 «+. 1 3 . we assume he had died. The female 26-45 coul: 
10--15 1 ad: have been Mary Bowles, as she would have been 
16-25 1 1 29 years old in 1800, 

26-45 1 

Over 45 ne 


we have no way of finding who had been married to Mary Nell Bowles as all the mar 
riage records in Wash. Co. prior to 1799 were destroyed in a fire, and she was prob- 
ably married at least once before age 27. The ages of children listed would indicat 
this had to be a second marriage for John Berry if Mary Bowles were his wife. There 
were other males with the name Berry in Wash. Co., but in view of the impossibility 
of positively identifying any as the probable husband of Mary Nell Bowles we made na 
further searches. 


In view of the:!prominence of the Bowles family in Wash. Co. the marriages of the 
daughters may have been noted in whatever newspaper existed at the time. A search 
of the issues would be a long, tedious process with limited probability of success. 
There may be records in certain of the churches. An obscure family Bible somewhere 
may have the answer. 


We note from the will of Thomas Bowles there was a Nancy Bowles, Ann Matilda, but 
we also note from an Index in the Md. Hall of Records that Ann Bowles m, Thomas 
Begoke(?7) Nov. 21, 1803. The listing of,his name is blurred and it appears in an- 
other place as Begale. Anyway, the name is not Abraham Ditto as printed in the book 
by Williams. The only way for Nancy to have become the wife of Abr.(3) was if her 
husband and Mary Berry Ditto had both died. From a deed, to be quoted later, we 
know Mary was living in 1817. If we assume a marriage in about 1820 Nancy would be 
37 and Abr.(3) about 57. We. have found no record that such a marriage occurred, 
but if it did that would be the one remembered by family descendants who gave the 
information to Williams in about 1905 for his book. The paragraph next above de- 
scribes the only possible sources for finding such a marriage, with Nancy having a 
last name other than Bowles. 


We note that the Bowles and Ditto names do not become intertwined in records and 
traditions until we see the names of Thomas Bowles! children, This is another rea- 
son, for believing that Mary, wife of Abr.(2), born long before, was not a Bowles, 

We have examined various possibilities for a connection without positive success. 
One more try! We will see in a deed to ba quoted later that the land of Abr.(3) was 
on the west side of Conococheague Creek. Some of the tracts carry the same names as 
those conveyed to him by Wm, Ijams in 1803, thus his entire farm was on the west 
side. The map of 1808 referred to previously, p.- 21, shows that the Bowles planta- 
tion was also on the west side of the creek, A pamphlet in the Md. Hist, Soc, on 
"Marriages and Deaths in Md., 1830-1837" by H.W. Brown states: "On Mar. 25, 1834 
John Bowles, Esq. died. For. many years he was a Delegate from the county in the Md. 
Legislature”. Maybe Abr.(3) started it all by including the name of a respected 
neighbor and friend in the name of his son! ' 
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Let us now quote in condensed form the deeds referred to above to show their 
significance. 


Deed of property from Matthew and William Van Lear, recorded June 21, 1817. An 
agreement had been made 19 May 1813 with Abr. Ditto and Samuel Miller to sell them 
land lying on west side of Conococheague Creek, with price to be paid by 15 April, 
1817. Survey was made to ascertain precise size, - it contains 508 acres & 7/8ths, 
Abr. Ditto and Samuel Miller had previously agreed to divide the land, that to Abr, 
Ditto contains 258-7/8 acres, Abr. Ditto paid two installments, $6150, $4205, total 
$10,355. Land includes part of "Mountain of Wales", "Black Oak Level", "Claggett's 
Lot", "Addition to Chance Enlarged", all marked by locust posts, heaps of stones, 
etc. (Note: Adding this acreage to that in deed of 1803 shows size of farm to be 
509-7/8 acres. Price per acre, $40. A farm this size had to have slaves to work it) 


Deed from Abr. Ditto to Michael Bovey Nov. 7; 1817. Recorded Nov. 11, 1817. 
For $470 sells to Michael Bovey part of "Addition to Chance Enlarged", and part of 
"Resurvey of Mountain of Wales", containing 11-3/4 acres. (Note: Selling price is 
$40 per acre.) Witnesses: John Bowles, John Adams. Mary Ditto appears, wife of 
Abr., being privately examined apart from and out of the hearing of her husband 
acknowledges willingly and freely without fear of threats or il] usage from her hus- 
band or fear of his displeasure that she consents to the sale. (Note: ‘Wives had 
certain dower rights in the property of their husband and this was the usual formal- 
ity when property was sold to prove they willingly gave up such dower rights. Also 
note that name of wife is Mary.) 


It has been obvious since p. 20 that Ann Amos Ditto had died. The will of Robert 
Amos does not mention her, only her children. Since James Bowles Ditto was not her 
child we understand why the will of Robert Amos did not mention him. The other 
child mentioned in the Equity Case as an heir was Nancy A. Nancy is a nickname for 
Ann, so a natural assumption would be that her full name would be Nancy Amos Ditto 
‘and she was a daughter of Ann. But what is the reason for omission of her name in 
both the wills of Robert and Martha Amos, In March 1817 when Robt. Amos made his 
will Wm.(4) was almost 20 years old, Mary was 17, and Martha was probably 15 but 
getting ready to be married when 16 later in the year. Both girls were considered 
old enough to handle money wisely. Nancy was probably only 13 and considered too 
young to handle money. When Martha Amos made her will in 1832 she left only some 
heavy furniture to two granddaughters who lived not far away in Harford Co., and 
one was not Martha daughter of Ann, 


Before going any further let us look at the census records for the family of . 
Abr.(3) in the years 1800, 1810,,and 1820, They contain some information which is 
difficult to interpret, and in some cases appears to be careless entries by the enum~ , 
erator in the wrong column. The original census is tabulated in columns but is set 
forth here in lines to facilitate adding explanatory data. Names of the probable 
individuals and other data have been entered in parentheses to help the reader un- 
derstand the discussion which follows the tabulation. 


In view of the lack of room on this page to contain all the data for one census 
see the following page for the 1800 Census, and also those of 1810 and 1820. 


' 
> : . \ 
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1800 Census als taken in 1801 

# males: under 10 2 (William, 1 die later?) 
10-16 ©) 
16-26 6) f 
26-45 1 (Abr.(3), age est. 37) 
over 45 6) 

# 

females: under 10 1 (Mary, b. 1800) ~ 
10-16 1 (Rebecca, b. 1790 or earlier?)  , 
16-26 0) i 
26-45 1 (Ann Amos Ditto) 
over 45 (0) 

other persons 6) 

slaves 9 


: 1810 Census, Conococheague Hundred, film #16 


# males: under 10 1 (James B., b. 1809 
10-16 1 (Wn. (4), b. 1797) 
16-26 oO 
26-45 O 
P over 45 1 (Abr.(3), age est. 47) 
females: under, 10 2 (Martha, b, 1801 est; Nancy A. b. 1803 est.) 
i16 1 (Mary, b. 1800) 
16-26 1 (Daughter of Mary Berry by 1st husband?) 
26-L5 0) ; oe 
over 45 1 (Error? — too old to have son b. 4 Dec. 1809? Entry belong 
in line next above? 
other free persons 1 (mother of Mary Berry?) 
slaves wg 


1820 Census, Election Dist. 4, p. 295 


# males: under 10 1 (entry in wrong col., intended for James.B.?) 
‘10-16 O (James B. belongs here, 10 years old) 
16-18 O (Note: There was no col, entry this classification for femal 
16-26 1 (Wm.(4), b. 1797) 
26-45 oO 
4! over 45 1 (Abr.(3), age est. 57) 
females: under 10 (6) 
10~16 2 (Children of Rebecca who had died?) 
16-26 1 (Mary, b. 1800) 
26-45 ) 
over 45 O (Mary Berry Ditto had died?) 
other free persons 0) i} 
slaves . 12° 


The first thing we noted in the 1800 Census was an entry for one (1) female in 
the 10-16 age group. Abr.(3) married Ann Amos in Harford Co. on 23 May 1796 so she 
couldn't have been their daughter, We mentioned on p. 11 the possibility that Abr.(3) 
had been married about 1790 or earlier, which could be the reason Abr.(2) and wife 
Mary deeded the farm over to him. A child was born but the mother had died before 
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1793 and this was the reason Abr.(3) wanted to leave the area. We have made an as- 
sumption that the child's name was Rebecca, who next appears in the marriage license 
records of Wash. Co. as bride of Benjamin Guyton 23 June 1806. The Guiton family 
lived on a large farm called Guiton's Choice in Gunpowder Manor not far from that of 
Abr.(3). As. Ann Ditto visited her Amés parents in Harford Co. with her children, 
Rebecca undoubtedly went with them and met Benjamin Guiton, If Rebecca was born in 
1790 or earlier she was at least 16 when married in 1806. We think Ann may have died 
in 1805 or earlier and Rebecca missed the niother she had known for some years. We 
made a diligent search of the Balt. Co. and Harford Co. records for evidence of a 
marriage of Abr, (3) on or before 1790 but found nothing. 


We also noted there was an : Snddentditled female 16-26 in the 1810 Census and orig- 
inally thought it was the same person. It couldn't have béen Rebecca as she had been 
married. An assumption is that she was a daughter of Mary Berry Ditto by her first 
husband and thus would not be an heir of Abr.(3). Since Rebecca also was not men- 
tioned as an heir we have to assume she had died before 1828, provided our previous 


assumptions are correct. 


The 1810 Census shows one female over 45. This could be an erroneous entry and 
probably belongs in the 26-45 age group. It would seem somewhat doubtful, but not 
impossible, that Mary Berry Ditto would be over 45 in 1810 (how much over?) ‘and have 
a son James.B, born 4 Dec. 1809. If she had been Mary Nell Bowles she would have 
been age 39 in 1810, but we have been through all that and it could be proven only if 
we found an obituary for her before 1820, as that census shows no entry for a possible 
wife of Abr.(3). ©! ‘ 


The 1820 Census shows an entry for the males in an erroneous column, with James B, 
out of place. He was 10 years old in Dec. 1819 and all through 1820. It also shows 
a puzzling entry of 2 in the 10-16 column for the females. The only explanation we 
think of for this is that they were children of Rebecca who had died. Mary, age 20, 
daughter of Abr. (3) was still' living at home as the main housekeeper. 


The marriage license records of Wash. Co. show that a license was issued on 23 
July 1833 for marriage of Mary Ann Ditto to John Fidrick. We couldn't find a John 
Fidrick in the 1840 Census so his name could be Frederick or some other variation. 
We did search some of the other possible spellings. We are not certain that Mary 
Ann was part of the family of Abr.(3), as there seems to be no entry in the 1820 
Census which would fit her. If she married at age 16 she was born in 1817. We can 
fit her in only by assuming she was born in the latter part of 1810, at least one 
year after birth of James B, in Dec. 1809, and thus one of the 2 females entered as 
10-16 in the 1820 Census, If,so, she would have been 23 years old when married. We 
note that Mary Ann was not mentioned as an heir in Equity Case #1352 filed in Wash. 
Co. in 1855 by James Bowles Ditto, so she was either not a member of the family of 
Abr.(3) or had died. Her origin is quite a puzzle. 


Abr.(3) died intestate in 1828. A standard printed form dated 22 April 1828 is 
on file in the Md. Hall of Records whereby, William Ditto, Henry Firey, and John V. 
Swearingen gave bond that "William Ditto shall well and truly perform the office of 
Aministrator of Abraham Ditto, late of said county, deceased, according to law .... 
without any injury or damage to any person interested, .... etc." However, the 
word "dollars" on the printed form is scratched out and the word "pounds" ‘substi. 
tuted, so that the bond was for ten thousand pounds instead of dollars, The former 
pound of Revolutionary War times was known colloquially asa "continental", from 
whence is derived the expression "not worth a continental", so the bond was not for 
a substantial sum by any means. 
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Letters for sale of personal property of Abr.(3) were also granted on 22 April 
1828. (Liber J, folio 420, The accounts are in Liber 8, folio 209 and Liber 10, 
folio 49, Md. Hall of Records. We did not get copies nor look at these.) 


There was considerable delay by wm.(4) in liquidating the estate of Abr.(3) and 
distributing the assets to the heirs, This was caused in part by the changes in the 
economic situation in the country wherein the industrial revolution resulted in a 
large part of the population becoming dependent on wages in factories for their ex~ 
istence instead of living on farms with their own shelter and food. There was a se= 
quence of upheavals called "panics", starting in 1819, another in 1829, and a very 
severe one in 1837 which lasted five years. After a brief recovery there was a 4th 
collapse in 1847 and ten years later in 1857 another severe depression. 


Although farmers were less affected by panics than others, since they had their 
own shelter and food, nevertheless money was scarce.  im.(4), as the oldest son, was 
undoubtedly living on the farm and trying make a go of it, He was probably in a 
guandary as to how he could give the other heirs their shares, since the farm was not 
making much money, and still retain possession of it. 


vine (4) had married Hannah Caroline Kershner (usually called Caroline) under wash. 
Co, license dated 29 Nov 1823, Scharf, in Ref. 8, p. 1251, states that gravestone 
of wm.(4) shows b, 16 Apr 1797 and wife Hannah b, 31 Aug 1803. A reading by John 
Ditto in 1979 shows Hannah b, 31 Aug 1805, Thus, Wm, was 26 and Caroline was 18 
(or 20) when married. Scharf also shows wm. d, 16 Dec 1855 and Hannah Caroline d. 


29 Feb 1880. ai 
Data follows for the Census Records of 1830, 1840, and 1850, family of wm.(4). 


1830 Census, p. 90, film #58 


# males: under 5 3 (Jerome N., age 4; Abr. K, age 2; Melchor Ge, age 1) 
20-30 1 (brother James B., age 20) 
30-40 1 (wm.(4), age 33) 


# females: 5-10 1 (Ellen Jane, age 5, b. 8 Aug 1825) 
20~30 1 (Caroline, age 25 or 27) 
40-50 1 (Sister or mother of Caroline?) 


18L0 Census, p. 165, film #171. 


(Greenbury Dew. C., age 3; 1 die?) 

(Joshua, age 9; James O., age 7; Walter S., age 5; 1 die?) 
10-15 (Melchor, age 11, belongs here) (Also those in next line) 
15-20 (Jerome N., age 14; Abr. K., age 12, both belong in line above’ 


# .males: under 5 2 
i 
0) 
2 
40-50 -1 (William, age 43) 
1 
1 
0 
i 


5-10 


# females: . 5-10 (Error, or died later?) 


10-15 © (Zllen Jane, age; 15) 
20-30 | (Error -.listing in wrong colwnn?) ; 
30-40 (Error - Caroline, age 35 or 37 belongs here) 


50-60 (Sister or mother of Caroline?) \ 


1850 Census, continued on next page 


Fem a tere eey enapite eeeemtnemmenynemstteneming eeare ee oa Ne rine wiyaeactines 4 - @ adel jue 
F t ie HR ee te gk tegen niennemmere 6 
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Names Age Sex Col. Occupation Birthplace 
William Ditto 5k 


farnor Md. \ 
Caroline Ditto 41 Nd.(intended age 477, reading error?) 
Jerome N. Ditto 23 none 
Abraham K. Ditto, 22 


Md.(in some records as Nelson J.) 
day laborer hd. 


do Md. 
none Md.(in some records as William J.) 
do" Md. 
do Md. 
do Md. 


Melcor G. Ditto 21 
Joshua W. Ditto 19 
Walter S. Ditto 15 
Green DeW.C.Ditto 13 
Milton 0. Ditto 4 


BEES RBSBHBHSE 
ZEREZPRRREE 


The children are listed below with more explicit information on births, deaths, 
and marriages. We do not have complete information on all of them. 
Ellen Jane b. & Aug 1825, d. 14 Aug 1885 
m. Isaac Ankeney 13 Oct 1849, b. 3 Sep 1824, d. 14 Jul 1896 
They had a total of 11 Children 
Jerome Nelson b. 11 Nov 1826 


* m. Martha Keller 16 May 1853 
Abraham Kershner: b. 8 Jan 1828, d. 16 Nov 1892 


m. Anna Strite 14 Dec 1852, b. 2 Jul 1834, d. & Apr 1916 
Children: Martha Caroline, b. 16 Nov 1853, m. Joseph Witmer 


m Strite, b. 17 Nov 1855, d. 28 Sep 1950, m. Margaret Graham 


r 1881, b. 18 Jun 1863, d. 26 Nov 1956. (Note; Card on file. 
Fa i, Hist. Soc. for St. John's Ger. Ref. Church says William S. 
ao igie G. Pittenger 9 Mar 1881. Same person?) 
. ; Clinton, b. 4 Jul 1858, m. Minnie ? 
Se May, b. 11 Oct 1860, d. 6 Jun 1881, unmarried 
oO tia, b. 22 Dec 1863, d. 15 Nov 1959, m. J. Wm. Wishard 14 
ee : 386, b. 23 Mar 1854 . . 
» 4 vely, b. 11 Jun 1866, d. 22 Mar 1946 
vd “ilson, Sr., b. 25 Aug 1869, d. 27. Mar 1948, m. Lula B, 
C* Bee 1872, d. 1929; Edward W., Jr. b. 30 Apr. 1896, m. 
ao thiser 29 Jun 1920 
a oh, b, 13 Dec 1871, d. 14 Nov 1875 
eo “4 larence, b. 13 Dec 1873, m. Alice Adella Smith. Children: 
aa 1 Ruth Gordon, Chas. C.,Jr. m. Agnes E, Kendall 27 Oct 1935,5 
Bu “4 », m. Ruth Cronice (Rudisill) ; 
re 
Go . L Virginia Brewer 11 Jan 1862 
Oo Oo : 
AG y 
Je oO 1831, d. 28 Nov 1892 
Pr gt 6 ity Hitchcock, his lst cousin, 5 Oct 1854, b. 10 Feb 
Hot 1) Feb 1858, 
& G2 


Had 2 children, both ‘died before age 18 


a Strite, 31 Oct 1862, b. 27 Mar 1840, d. 18 Jun 1917 
Mar 1868, m. Harry Creager 


, 12 Mar 1868 (twin of Duma), d. 2 Sep 1944, m. Myrtle 
28 Feb 1896, b. 23 Nov 1876 

viiver J., b. 20 Aug 1870, d. 22 Feb 1948, m. Myrtle Smith, b. 8 
’ Apr 1874 - 
James Oliver 


‘bd. 20 Sep 1833, d. before 1850 
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Walter S, b. 6 Sep 1835 ; 
Anna Maria b. 26 Apr 1838, d. 3 Nov 1839 
Greenbury D b, 16 Feb 1840, d. 8 Jan 1925 


m, Mary E, Miller 8 Sep 1864, b. 19 Jan 1842, d. 11 Jan 1911 
Children: Harry M., b. 21 Jul 1865 

Nay Blanche, b. 12 May 1867 

Samuel C,., b. 29 May 1869 

Lethean Helen, b. 11 Jul 1871 

Warren Hauer, b. 1874, d. 1875 

Victor Charles, b. 6 Aug 1875 

Susan Caroline, b. 24 Sep 1877, d. 21 Nov 1969 

John Ash Miller, b. 1 June 1880, m. Catherine Marie Shirk 

Grace McSherry 

William Obern, b. 31 Oct 1885 


Milton Oburn b. 3 Apr 1846, a. 9 Feb 1916, m, Lillian M. Pittenger 19 Dec 1889, 
b. 29 Aug 1866 


We noted above that William Joshua Ditto and Charity Hitchcock, who were married 
5 Oct 1854, were first cousins. There were two children, both of whom died before 
reaching the age of 18, There are long-standing traditions that such marriages 
should not occur due to the possibility of recessive genes, which can cause weak- 
nesses and defects in the offspring. We know of one other family, not related to 
Ditto, where first cousins married and the father in his will referred to his "af- 
flicted daughter" in arranging for her care. There. were probably quite a few such 
marriages as cousins were frequently without other contacts with the opposite sex 
and they became attracted. It could even be that the parents favored such marriages 
not knowing of the hazards. There were probably many which turned out all right as 
there were no recessive ‘genes, 


The will of William Ditto(4) is condensed as follows: (Liber E, folio 320, probated 
27 Dec 1855) 


Twelve months after my death all real estate is to be sold to the highest bidder 
and proceeds divided as follows, To wife Hannah Caroline interest of $15,000 to be 
paid annually to her, after her death to be divided equally between sons Jerome, 
Abraham, Melchor, Joshua, Walter S., Greenbury, Milton O. and Jane Ankeney, my 
daughter. Charges Jerome for $750 in property dnd goods already received, Walter S. 
“#400 for schools, these sums to be deducted from their amounts, Hannah to take one 
colored woman Susan and other household property. The Executors were Nelson J., 
Abraham K., and Melchor, 
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The other son of Abr.(3) was James Bowles Ditto, who has taken a lot of our time 
in trying to identify the reason for his middle name. As noted previously, James B, 
was born 4 Dec 1809. Wash. Co. marriage license records show one issued 25 Feb 1835 
for his marriage to Elizabeth Seibert by Rev. Bragonier. 
e 


Data follows for the 1840 Census record, family of James B. Ditto 


1840 Census, Wash. Co., p. 173, film #171 


# males: under 5 (Henry, b. 1835, Oliver?) 
20~30 (James B., approaching 31) 


10-15 (Error? - or an unidentified niece?) 

15-20 (Error? - entry in wrong column?) 

20-30 O (Error - Elizabeth 28 belongs here) 

40-50 1 (Mother of Elizabeth? - mother was a widow.) 


2 
l 
# females: under 5 2 °(Louisa?, Catherine?) 
1 
1 


In 1850 James B. and family were living in what is now Fulton Co. Pa. (Fulton Co. 
was formed 19 Apr 1850 from parts of Bedford Co. and Franklin Co.) A deed given in 
1850 for sale of some property in Wash. Co. Md. states his residence as Bedford Co., 
whereas one in 1856 states residence as Fulton Co.. We searched the Index of 1850 
Census. for both Bedford and Fulton Counties but could find no entry for James B, 
Ditto. His farm at that time apparently was very close to the Mason=Dixon line and 
the census enumerator thought that family was too far removed from his sphere of ac-— 
tivity to bother going thers. An obituaryvin the Hancock, Md. paper (Feb 1915) for 
James Walter, youngest son of James B., states that "he was born on the old Chestnut 
farm, situated on the Pa. side of the state line, a short distance north of Hancock". 


(b. 30 Nov 185k) 


On 6 May 1840 Cyrus and Nancy Huston, one of the half-sisters of James B., made a 
deed with wording condensed as follows: "Whereas Abr. Ditto died intestate seized 
in fee simple of large and valuable real estate which on his death descended to 5 
children, of whom Nancy Huston wife of Cyrus Huston is one, for $4,000 they sell to 
James B, Ditto an undivided fifth part of all land to which said Nancy is entitled. 
On 6 May 1840 Cyrus and Nancy Huston appeared before John M. Snowden, Judge of Court 
of Record in Allegheny Co. Pa. and made oath, etc. etc.", This deed was recorded in 
Wash. Co. Md. on 26 May 1840. (Liber Wi, folio 286) (A similar deed had been made 
7 May 1839, and although recorded in Wash, Co. 29 Nov 1839, apparently it had not 
been accepted as valid because it hadn't been sworn to in a court of law.) 


(Note: In 1846 Wm.(4) received a deed similar to the above transferring to him 
all rights and interest of Martha Wilson in the estate of Abr.(3), in return for 
which he gave Martha a mortgage on the property. (Liber IN-1, folio 377,378) Martha's 
husband James Wilson was not mentioned so he must have died in the interim. In 1848’ 
im. (4) made the same arrangements with Charles B. Hitchcock and wife Mary. (Liber 
IN-3, folio 719,721)). 4 

James B, filed suit in Equity Case #13652 in 1855 eobeive forth that Wm.(4) had 
agreed on 1 April 1849 to purchase from him his two-fifths share of the estate of 
Abr.(3) for $8,500 and that on 2 April,he paid $3,000, leaving a balance of $5,500 
with interest due from 1 April 1849. wWm.(4) also paid a sum of $3,247.26 to one 
Joseph Fiery which had been levied against James B, in a court rhea in 1844. 

All of this left a balance of $2,252.74 still owed, with interest from 1 April 1849. 
James B. states that wWm.(4) now refuses to pay as the agreement should have been in 
writing. This was probably correct if wm.(4) had done nothing, but he had nullified 
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this provision of the law Lf making partial performance of his obligations, There 
is no record that the case came to trial. «m.(4) died on 16 Dec 1855, and his ex- 
ecutors may have settled out of court the claims of James B., as well as the mort- 
gages of Martha Wilson and Chas. b, and Mary Hitchcock, after the property was sold. 
Both Chas. B. and Mary Hitchcock had died before this so their antaite went to their 
heirs. 


In 1850 there was a deed from James B. Ditto and wife Elizabeth of Bedford Co. 
Pa. to Michael Seibert, Jr., selling land in Wash. Co., "Good Neighbor", 54 acres, 
second parcel “Blue Haunch(?)", 1853 acres. (Liber IN-5, folio 213) This was prob- 
ably the farm on which they had been living before moving to Fulton Co, Pa. we have 
no record of when they acquired it. 


A deed in Liber IN-12, folio 134,135 dated 31 May 1854, shows that william Motter, 
Trustee of an estate, transferred to James B, Ditto as part of a court settlement, 
part of a tract called "Resurvey of Chance", "Travelers Resort", and "Dalecarlia", 
all containing 1814 acres. The deed was recorded in Wash. Co, 26 July 1856, 


This was followed by a deed dated 7 Oct 1856 (Liber IN~12, folio 183) from James 
B, Ditto and wife Hlizabeth of Fulton Co, Pa, to Henry 5S, Ditto, "In consideration 
of their love and affection for him they conveyed part of tract called "Resurvey of 
Chance, all of "Travelers Resort", all of "Dalecarlia", containing 181} acres." 
Recorded in Wash. Co. 18 Oct 1856. Although the farm was deeded to Henry in 1856 
we note from Ref. 9, p. 1202, Williams, that in 1906 he was living in Kansas. Dis- 
tant pastures always look greener; he could have served in the Civil war and been 
given a grant of land in Kansas for his service. However, we note from Ref, 9 that 
four other brothers and sisters also died in Kansas. 


Most of the information we have on the children of James.B. and #lizabeth is con- 
tained in Ref. 9 by williams, as only 3 of them stayed in Wash. Co. we will mention 
them as given in Ref. 9, but also adding for some of them information which is in 
wash. Co, records. we assume the listing in Ref. 9 is in order of age. They are: 

Henry, b. 1835, resides in Kansas (in 1906 when Ref. 9 published). 

Louisa, Mrs. Flood, who died in the west. 

Oliver, who died in youth, 

Catherine, Mrs. Samuel Cornell, who died in Kansas. 

Albertus, who died in Kansas. _ 

Abraham, was born on his father's farm near Clearspring, Md. 5 June 1845, Married 

at home of Denton Oliver, father of the bride, to Elizabeth Oliver, age 
25, by Rev. Maurice Waller, (License dated 7 Feb for Rev. Williams) Date 
of marriage 17 Feb 1871. (im. Augustus Bowles Ditto was his son.) 

Anna: Belle, married 22 Feb 1876 at Presbyterian Church by Rev. E.H. Crompton to 

Horace Resley, age 28. Age of Anna Belle 27. Died in Kansas, - 

Hlla, Mrs, Stotsell, of Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Florence, Mrs, Daniel Higgs, of Hagerstown, Md. 

James Walter, b. 30 Nov 1854, married 15 Jan 1878 at Hancock by Rev. G.F. Williams 

to Sarah Bowhay, age 24. Recorded 18 Jan 1878. As noted before he was 
born on his father's farm in Fulton Co. Pa. near the state line, 


Elizabeth Seibert Ditto d. 8 Aug 1867, and is buried with — B. in St. Thomas 
Episcopal Cemetery, Hancock. This seems to be a fitting place to give some informa- 
tion on her ancestry. There are records of the Seibert. family going back to 1500 or 
earlier. In Germany the Seiberts lived west of the Rhine in the village of Hitz- 
weiler, not far from the French border. Complete information on "The Seibert Family" 
is contained in a publication by Raymond Martin Bell, Washington & Jefferson College, 
published in 1959, j 
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We will start with the journey of two brothers who came to America from Germany 
in 1738. It seems every family history starts out with 2 or more brothers coming 
together to America. This probably occurred often, as they were traveling with 
someone they knew and could trust. 


The brothers were Jakob Seibert, b. 2’ March 1716, the 6th son in his family, and 
Wendel Seibert, b, 15 May 1721. A cousin of theirs had been in America 8 years. 
They landed at Philadelphia Oct. 1738, and probably went to Tulpehocken Valley in 
Berks Co, Pa., then part of Lancaster Co. The valley was first settled in 1723 by, 
Germans from New York state, Jakob and Mary Elizabeth Theiss were married at Tul- 
pehocken 26 Feb 1739; they had come on the same ship. Mary Elizabeth died c. 1747. 


About 1748 Jakob married for the second time, Susanna, widow of Adam Schlitz. At 
death of Jakob in 1761 he owned a 250 acre farm. With 2 sets of Seibert children 
and 2 sets of Schutz children there were complications in settling the estate. 
(Susanna married for the third time c. 1762.) 


There were. 5 Seibert sons, of which one Jacob, went to Md. He was born 10 Sept 
1749, de 15 Feb 1810. Records show he was in Md. before 1777, as that is the birth 
year of his oldest son. He bought a farm near Clearspring in 1788. On 12 Feb 1775 
he had married Ann Mary Keller, b. 8 March 1752. They had 4 boys and 2 girls. One 
of the boys was Henry, b. 7 June 1781, d. 31 Oct 1834. About 1808 Henry m. Catherine 
Buterbaugh, be 26 Nov 1790. They had 4 boys and 4 girls, of which one was Elizabeth 
b. 10 April 1812. We note that when Elizabeth married James B. her father had died 
about four months ‘before, = 


James B, married Mariah Draper, widow, 4 Jan 1872 at Shady Bower, by Rev. William 
Goodrich. (Name spelled Maria in some records.) James B, was 62+ when married the 
second time and Maria was 47+. Maria C, Ditto is buried in St. Paul's cemetery with 
other Dittos, Her gravestore shows b, 14 July 1824, d. 9 Feb 1888. James B, do 24 

‘Dec 1879 and was buried alongside Elizabeth in Hancock, as noted above. 


The will of James B, Ditto is condensed as follows: (Liber F, folio 990, probated 
30 Jan 1880) 


To my wife Mariah C, Ditto all my personal property. Also to Mariah C. Ditto all 
rents, profits, and emoluments of the farm conveyed to me by William Motter, trustee 
for heirs of John Buchanan by deed 25 Apr 1856 recorded Liber IN-12, folio 134,135. 
Also free power and authority to sell and convey title to purchaser whenever she may 
deem it advantageous to heirs. Money from sale to be invested in securities as Or- 
phans Court shall direct, interest to be paid to wife for her use. After death of 
said wife, said farm or bonds or other securities as case may be, to he divided equal- 
ly among all the children. Maria C. appointed.sole Executrix. Witnesses: Jacob 
Marker, George B. Oswald, S.A. Downin. : 

Note that this is same farm originally deeded to Henry in 1856. 


We have given information on the families of the following children of Abr.(3), 
Wm.(4), James B,, and Mary Hitchcock. Wehave not covered those of Martha Wilson, 
nor Nancy Huston, When we couldn't find James Wilson, husband of Martha, in the 
1840 or 1850 Censuses we assumed they both had died or moved away. However, as noted 
on p. 28 Martha was living in 1846 but 'apparently her husband had died. We have made 
no search for their children, if any. 


We have found some information in Ref. 11 which seems to apply to Nancy and Cyrus 
Huston. Ref. 11 confirms that they were living in Allegheny Co. Pa, around 1840. 


i d 
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Ref, 11 is one of those regional "histories" (as also are Refs. 8, 9, 10) which 
were in vogue in the late 1800's and early 1900's, Presumably they give the true 
history of certain prominent families, but in large part they are recollections of 
family members, - at the time the book was prepared, = from traditions handed down 
to them. Most are quite embellished and inaccurate. The account of the James D. 
Huston family, which also includes information on father Cyrus and grandfather 
Joseph, in Ref, 11 is very confused and inconsistent in its narrative. We will 
give what appears to be the correct version after eliminating the obvious contra- 
dictions. : ‘ 


Cyrus Huston was born 23 Feb 1797 at Washington, Pa. in the inn owned by his 
father Joseph. He lived in Monongahela, Pa. for a while as a cabinet maker. He 
was married a second time to Mrs. Nancy Howden, Their children were James D, 
Huston, b. 4 Aug 1838, and Mrs. Martha Belle Hornish. Later he moved to Pittsburgh 
and invested in a tan-yard, becoming a very wealthy man, but was ruined by the flood 
of 1852. 


We assume that Mrs. Nancy Howden was formerly Nancy Ditto, that James D. was 
James Ditto Huston, and that the name Martha for her daughter was in honor of her 
sister-and grandmother. We have no proof for any of these assumptions, but the cir- 
cumstantial evidence of names seems to make them logical. Nancy Ditto Huston is not 
in the direct line of any later Md. or Ky. descendants, so we will not investigate 
her family any further. 


Scope of this Narrative 


In Appendix I, "Genealogy of the AssociatesWho Researched the Ditto Records", 
the various lines for those listed on the Title Page as having contributed to this 
narrative are carried to the ‘present time. This seems to be of general interest, 
we did state on p. 2 that we would not give the line of descent past 1890 at the 
latest, with the mass of data we have accumulated we can see that it would be im- 
possible to give complete information on all descendants past 1850 to 1880. 


The purpose for doing this research and writing the narrative was to find the 
old records, which are not easily accessible to most persons, and bring the ances 
try up to a point from which the various branches of the family could supplement 
those records with the ones applying to their ow? particular branch. Most families 
have records going back to about 1880. It was never the intention to have a complete 
record of all Ditto descendants to the present day. Furthermore, as stated on p. 7, 
we do not believe that all persons with the surname Ditto are related, or come from 
the same region of France or any other country. We will mention the names of some 
of the other Dittos we have noted in the records, and try to give enough information 
to show they are probably not related to the families in this narrative. It could 
be that some are related in years past but we have not established the connection. 
However, their descendants would be very distantly related by this time. 
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Ditto Descendants in Ky. 


Seale of miles 
Ky. Counties Where Ditto 
Descendants Settled 


Family of Henry(1) Ditto in Ky. 


Henry(1) Ditto's activities after his arrival in Hardin Co, Ky. c. 1789 were dis~ 
cussed on pp. 16, 17, 18. we noted that one of our references, "Early History of 
West Point" by Briggs stated that Henry with wife and family was established in Har- 
din Co. by the fall of 1789. However, another reference in the Va. Historical Mag. 
quoted from a diary of Henry Bartlett that Henry had a son Henry by his first wife 
(not named), and he had married his second wife, Nancy Bartlett in Jefferson Co, on 
5 Jan 1786. we'also noted on p. 16 Henry(1) sold land in Henry Co. in 1810 which 
he had patented 19 Feb 1789. Obviously Henry(1) had been roaming around Ky. looking 
for a place to settle well before’ 1786, and finally settled in Hardin Co. in 1789, 


Henry(2) m. Elizabeth Truman 22 Oct 1804, daughter of Edward Truman and wife 
Elizabeth. (There is a possibility that briggs' book was confused by the records so 
that an Elizabeth was also mentioned as wife of Henry(1)). Children of Henry(2) and 
Elizabeth were: 

Hardin, m. Frances Rosebury 17 Feb 1836 

.Malvina, m. Barney Lane. 5 Nov 1835 
Nancy, m. John Dillard 7 Feb 1828, consent of her father Henry. Her son Henry 
' D. Dillard named as heir. 

Elizabeth, m., John Dillard 3 Feb 1835, Oath by Hardin Ditto(?) The note above 
about son named as heir seems to indicate Nancy had died and Elizabeth mar- 
ried her widower. . 

John J. Ditto, m. Hannah Withers 19 Dec 1837, Hannah b. 1820. Children were: 
Mallie (Malvina), m. John Howletti Mary Jane, m. Walter W, Fletcher; Sarah 
John, never married, , 


The families of the children of Henry(l) and Nancy are outlined with pertinent 
data below: te 


1. Wm(@3), b. 15 Oct 1786, d. 15 Jun 1847; m.(1) 3 Nov 1817 Margaret Withers, b. 
20 May 1797, d. 16-Aug 1844. They lived most of their life in Brandenburg, Meade Co. 
Children of wm,(3) and Margaret: 
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William Henry, b. 26 Jun 1819, d. 1 Sep 1826 


Franklin G., b. 8 Dec 1820, d. 13 Oct 1899; m.(1) 1 Oct 1846 Hardin Co. Nar- 
cissa E, Withers, b. 25 Mar 1830, d. ‘10 Sep 1848. m.e(2) Mrs. Mary Jano Clary 7 
Aug 1853 Meade Co.; b. 10 Jan 1820, d. 20 Nar 1885 


James C., b. 27 Feb 1823, d. 9 Feb 1861; m, 21 Jan 1846 Meade Co. Linda G. 
Lewis, b. 6 Sep 1625, d. 26 Sep 1905 


Infant son, b. 9 Nov 1825, d. 8 Dec 1825 


Lewis Charlton, b. 24 Mar 1827, d. 10 Sep 1878; m.(1) 4 Oct 1854 Meade Co. 
Sarah Ellen Hall, b. 15 Mar 1838, d. 27 Sep 1867. m.(2) Delia Ditto, his lst cousin, 


William, b. 9 Jan 1829, d. 21 Feb 1890; m.(1) 22 Mar 1855 Meade Co. Amelia C. 
McGeehee, b. 20 Jan 1839, d. 30 Jan 1868. m.(2) Harriet Moorman 


Henry Alfred, b. 21 Sep 1830, d. 2 Feb 1891; m. 21 Feb 1855 Mary Hllen Scott, 
b. 12 Jul 1835, d. 30 Nov 1913. Henry was a doctor in Brandenburg, Meade Co. 


Thomas H., b. 11 Oct 1832, d. 26 Feb 1$11;'m.(1) 7 Sep 1858 Frances Ann Beall, 
b. 12 Nov 1839, d. 4 Apr 1863. m.(2) Rosa Moorman, b. 24 Mar 1862, d. 10 Nov 1922, 
(Date of 2nd marriage, relative ages unusual? ) 


Abram, b. 2 Dec 1834, d.-17 Feb 1923; m. 29 Oct 1861 Meade Co. Caroline Fran- 
ces Dowdy, b. 3 Dec 1840 Lynchburg, Va., d. 3 Feb 1917 


John K., b. 7 Feb 1838, d. 1917; m.(1) 7 Oct 1862 Meade Co, Mlizabeth E. 
McGeehee, b. 14 Nov 1845, d. 30 June 1863. m.(2) 20 Oct 1869 Meade Co. Julia Etta 
Hall, b. 1853, d. 1903 : 


win. (3) m.(2) 18 Sep 1845 Meade Co. Elizabeth Prewitt Long, widow of John Long, 
Eliz. b. 1786, d. 5 Oct 1846. im(3) and both wives are buried in the graveyard on 
the old Franklin Ditto place, now owned by Olin Mathieson. (Ref: Briggs) 5 


2. Mary (Polly), b. 1790, d. 1828; m. 2 Dec 1806 Hardin Co. Zzekiel Field. (2nd 
marriage for Ezekiel, apparently had a child Curtis by lst wife.) Ezekiel b. 1774, 
d. 1858. Children of Polly and Zzekiel: ( some dates are confusing and estimated 
dates shown by (?) following them) 


' Nancy, b. 1811, m. John Whaling (or Whelan?) Children: Isabella, Curtis, 
John. . 
Levi, b, 1814, d. 21 Aug 1898. Assessor's list states "widower". 


Maria, b, 1816(?), d. 1837; m. 7 Sep 1832 Hardin Co, John H. McGeehee. 
Children: Maria Ann, m. Jospeh M. Phillips; Junius A., m. Mattie Green 


Elizabeth, b, 1823(?) or earlier, d: 1843; m. 6 Jun 1839 John H. McGeehee. 
Children: Ferdinand, Addison Clinton, Another marriage of her sister's widower. 


Artridge, b, 1825, m. 22 Mar 1847 Hardin Co. Isaac C. Withers. Will names 
two children. : 


tary Ann, b. 1827, d. 1854; m, 23 May 1845 Hardin Co. Silas Hart, b. 1820 


The will of Zzekiel,. Will Book B, p. 153 Meade Co, Court, with codicils 
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dated 6 Jun 1856 and 20 Apr 1857, was probated 7 Mar 1859. 


3. Abr.(4) never married. His will is filed in Chancery Book, Circuit Court, 
Hardin Co., 1852-1856. The will names nieces and nephews, as well as living sisters 
and brothers. Those mentioned were: 

John Ditto, brother (John had died before 20 Jun 1852) 

Children of,Wm.(3), decsd, brother: Franklin, James C., Lewis, Wm., Henry, 
Thomas, Abraham, John K. 

Children of Polly Field, decsd, sister: Levi, Nancy and John Whaling, Ann and 
Silas Hart, Artridge and Silas C. withers, Mariah Ann McGeehee and Junius A. McGeehee 
of Maria Field McGeehee, Ferdinana McGeehee and Clinton McGeehee of Elizabeth Field 
McGeehee, Mary Jane Field, daughter of Curtis Field, decsd. 


Alfred Ditto, brother 

Children of Henry Ditto, a half-brother: Hardin Ditto, Ann Elizabeth Lane, 
daughter of Malvina Ditto Lane, Henry D. Dillard, son of Nancy Ditto Dillard. 

Children of John Ditto, decsd, who married Hannah Withers: Mary Jane, Malvina, 
Sarah John. 


4. John, b. 10 Feb 1793, m. Martha (Patsy) Northcutt. d, before 20 Jun 1852 as 
wife Martha signed papers that date to be Administrator of his estate. Children 
were: Alfred, m. Mattie Applegate; Warren Mitchell, m. Lucy Murray; Nannie, m. 
Edward Long. 


5. Levi. We saw no mention in any reference about family of Levi, so he must. 
have died a bachelor. Briggs does say on p. 18 Levi built a house in 1826 opposite 
the Abraham Ditto house. 


6, Matilda, We saw no further record for her, she also must have died. 


7. James(2)C., b. 1798, m. 30 Dec 1828 Hardin Co. Ellen V. Young. James was a 
doctor, in 1829 Hllen died giving birth to their son who also died. James became 
very melancholy, withdrew into himself, and never returned to his new brick home 
after the funeral. Four years later he wrote a poem which he set to music, and then 
committed suicide. (Ref: Briggs) The ballad, of which a portion is quoted, was fre- 
quently sung in past gone days, 


"On the banks of old Salt River, "On the banks of old Salt River, 
Rolling river wild, where she passed her early youth, 
In youth I met my Ellen, I gave to earth my Ellen, 
while she was but a child," In silence and in truth," 


8. Julia Elizabeth (Betsey), b. 1803, d. 12 Jun 1854; m. 26 Jun 1621 Samuel 
Lansdale, b. 1787, d. 28 Mar 1838. Their children were: 


Richard Arthur, b. 1827, never married. 

Watt, b. 1829, m. Elizabeth Castleman. Had no children. 

Sarah Ann, m. Green Walker. ies 3 were: Samuel, Camilla (Kim), Bnma Jin, 
Julia, and Scott. 

James. W., m, Kate McCoy, daughter of Barney and Ann Eliza (\Withers) McCoy. 
Children were: Henry, James, Mary, Richard. 

Camilla, b, 1832, m. John Lewis. Children were: resect Lula, Lena, Jimmy, 


9. Alfred G., b. 1805. There are some discrepancies regarding his marriage. 
One reference, which quotes date as 28 Aug 1834 says m. Jane Brooks. Other says 
m, Lucy Withers (or Sarah Brooks Withers), Children were: Delia, 2nd wife of Lewis 
C, Ditto, her lst cousin, Fannie, m. a Mr. Bradshaw, Alice, Cora, and William. 
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: Supplementary information was obtained from the 1830 Census in Hardin Co. by 

’) Beverly Shepherd. The film was badly scratched from considerable usage and diffi- 
cult to read. We have attempted to fit this data in with other information we have, 
some fits well but some other requires surmises which may not be correct. 


Data from Census: 


: ; Males Females 
pe 341 John Ditto: ; 
10-15 “1 (Alfred?) 
15-20 5 1 (wife Martha?) 
30-40 1 (b, 1793, age 37) 
p. 342 James Ditto 
Under 5 1. €2) 
10-15 1 (?) None 
. 30-40 . 1 (Is this the James who committed suicide c. 183) 
p. 343 Henry Ditto (Sr.) 
en a te 1 (a granddaughter?) 
2 br.4? ds : i 
30-40 1 (Levi?) , ne NY 
60-70 1 (b.c.1760) 
p-. 344 Henry Ditto (Jr.) , ‘ 
10-15 ‘ 1 (Hlizabeth, daughter) 
15-20 2 (both die?) 1 (Malvina) 
~ 20-30 2 (Hardin, John J.) 
30-40 1 (Elizabeth, wife) 
10-50 1 (b.c. 1784) 


Slaves were held as follows: James, 1 male 10-24; Henry, Sr. 10 male and 12 female; 
Henry, Jr., 4 female. 


Note: Practically all the information on pp. 32 through 35 was obtained by 
Beverly Shepherd. 
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Family of ‘*m.(2) and Leah Legoe Ditto in K 


We left the family of wWm.(2) and Leah Legoe Ditto on p. 15 with a number of prob- 
lems in preparation for leaving Md. and migrating to Ky. ‘As noted, their departure 
was delayed for unknown reasons, 


The following is from a sheet prepared by Ky, descendants of Wn.(2) and Leah; the 
origin of the dates is unknown. The sheet lists their children as tabulated below, 
with a notation at the bottom showing "Stephen, b.c. 1787, age 63 in 1850", Howev- 
er, an Index of. the 1850 Census for Ky. shows no Stephen Ditto. 


Polly (Mary), b.c. 1780 (1860 Census), m. Price Nuttall 22 Dec 1797 

Milcah, bec, 1784, m. 14 Nov 1805, John W. Shean 

Abr. (5), b.c. 1786, ds 1848, m, 24 July 1808 Martha Fauré (Foree) 

Cordelia, b.c. 1788, m. 29 july 1807 James Standiford (Leah had a sister Cordelia) 
Cassandra, b,c. 1794, m. 21 Mar 1818 Jacob Smith 


There is a notation at the top of the sheet that Wm. was over age 45 in 1810 Cen- 
sus, and that the Census shows ] male age 10-16 and 1 female age 16-36. The boy 
could not be Abr.(5) as he would have his own listing as head of family, nor Stephen 
unless the data was wrongly entered in the column adjacent to age 16-26 as he would 
have been 23 in 1810. The girl could be Cassandra b. 1794, age 16 in 1810 and 24 
when married in 1818. Other children listed above were married before 1810. 


Nelson Nuttall’ states Price Nuttall, m. to Polly Ditto in above list, was a Major 
in the Ky. Militia (known colloquially as the Cornstalk Militia), and served with 
Col. William Lego Ditto in that organization. Since wWm.(2) and Leah were married 
5 Dec 1769, their first child was probably born in 1770. This could have been “mn. 
Lego Ditto, who would have been 30 years old in 1800, The full name is excellent 
circumstantial evidence for this. Apparently he was by that time, or soon there- 
after, a colonel in the militia, which may seem a high rank for one so young but was 
not uncommon in those days. He may have gone to Ky, earlier than wn. (2), either 
with his cousin Thomas Amos or at the invitation of his uncle Henry(1). It would 
seem there should be some record of his service in official files. 


Tradition has it that wm.(2) arrived in Ky. in 1794. It is quite possible that 
he traveled with the Nicholas Amos family. (See discussion on p. 38). On pe 15 we 
noted that he started in 1787 to make arrangements to leave Harford Co. Md. we note 
above there were births of children in 1786 (Abr.5), maybe Stephen in 1787, and Cor- 
delia in 1788. There may have been other complications. Martha Langdon states no 
record of any kind showing the name’ of Leah has been found in Ky., but Ky. had been 
a state ‘only 2 years when Wm.(2) and Leah arrived there and the record systems were 
probably not well organized yet. Also some counties were in process of being formed 
from larger ones. Of course, a possibility is that Leah died giving birth to Cas- 
sandra in 1794 or shortly after arrival in Ky. The trip must have been very strenu- 
ous, It is somewhat puzzling why wWm.(2) and Leah had no children between 1770 and 
1780. Wwe noted no records of births or deaths in that family in Harford Co. during 
that time. Miscarriages were not recorded’ 


Let us look at the information we iis on the above children of wm.(2) and Leah. 
._aim. (5) Lego, b. 1770, d. 1822; m. Martha Kirklin Smith. He was a Colonel in 


Ky. Militia. Son wn. (6) Lego, b. 1822, m. Lavinia _?.. He was a Captain in 
the Militia, 
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2. Mary (Polly), b. 1780 Harf. Co. Md. (1860 Census), m, 22 Dec 1797 Price Nuttall, 
b.c. 1775 Wash. Co. Pa. (1860 Census) ‘They moved to Crawford Co. Ill. about 1838, 


and both d. there after 1860. Children: 


i 
Mildred (Milcah), m. Stephen Shaw 
Elijah F., m. Jane Pollard (Elijah was a Judge) 


Cassandra (Cassie), m. George Price Ford 
Ditto Lego, & in Ill., m.(1) Mrs. Martha K. Smith Ditto, widow of his mother's 


brother, m.(2) Sarah Lovelace. (Note: 1830 Census Henry Co. shows a Ditto 

S, Nuttall, age 20-30, 1 female age 20-30, 1 male and 1 female, both under 5.) 
Rebecca, m. Elijah Anderson Nuttall 
Mary Frances, m. Archelaus Moon Nuttall. 
Thomas Price, m. Mary Elizabeth Berry 


4. Aor (5), b.c. 1786, d. before 7 Feb 1848; m. 24 July 1808 Shelby Co. Martha 
Fauré (Foree), b. 1790 Prince Edward Co, Va., d. Henry Co. after 1850. Martha was 
daughter of Joseph and Marie Faure; Joseph b. 31 May 1744, a Rev. war. soldier, 


Children: 


wm.(7), b. 30 Aug 1810, m. 22 Aug 1832 Matilda Hall, b. 1814 Franklin Co. 

Cassandra, b. 12 Dec 1812, d. 4 Nov 1880; m. 27 Aug 1831 Henry Co. Isaac Hanta, 
b, 27 July 1809, d. 6 May 1881. Daughter: Martha Jane Banta, b. 30 July 
1834, d. 22 July 1859; m. 20 Sep 1857 Henry Co. Napoleon B, Wells, b. 19 
Nov 1827, d, 1882. Granddaughter: Cora D. Wells, b. 12 Sep 1858 Woodford 
Co., d. 18 Mar 1944 Louisville. ‘ 

Elizabeth Ann, b. 21 Aug 1815, d. 24. Sep 1894; m. Joel Clubb 20 Dec 1836, d. 

4 Jan 1894. By looking at Appendix I we see that these are ancestors of 
Martha Langdon who is responsible for much of the information in this nar- 
rative, : 

Elizabeth Jane, b. 25 Nov 1816, d. 26 Mar 1877; m. 27 Oct 1834 James Coblin, 
(Refs Filson Club Publ "Henry Co. Cemeteries - Port Royal Baptist Church.") 

Leah, b, 26 Oct 1822, d. 6 Feb 1877 (Mo.); m.c. 1841 or 1842 Robert M. Russell, 
d. 19 May 1893 (Kan.) Son: James Prior, b. 28 Dec 1852 Henry Co. m. Harriet 
Snelling, b. 29 Dec 1852 N.Y. City. These are ancestors of Vernon Shepherd, 
whose wife Beverly is one of our assiduous researchers. 

Joseph P,, b, 12 July 18624; m. 1859 Clinton Co. Mo. Bliza A. Albright (Ref': 
Hist. of Clay and Platte Cos. ho., p. 454). Children: Bettie, Prior D., 
Florence, Lego, Corda (Cordelia), Prentice, Daniel, William. 

Martha, b.c. 1833 (1850 Census) 

Abraham, b.c. 1835 (1850 Census), hase o 

Nancy, me 14 Jan 1845 George Russell i 

Lego, m. 14 Jan 1845 Sally Russell ) Double wedding] 

(Note: Nancy and Lego born before Martha and Abraham) 


4. Milcah, boc. 1784, m. 14 Nov 1805 John ¥, Shean 


5. Cordelia, b.c. 1788, m. 29 July 1807; James Standiford. (Leah had a sister 
named Cordelia; the Standifords formerly had a large farm immediately adja~ 
cent to "Ditto's Delight” in Gunpowder Manor, known as "Standiford's Claim", ) 

6. Cassandra, b.c. 1794, m. 21 Mar 1818 Jacob Smith, 

(The popularity of Cassandra as a female name in many families around 1800 is in- 
triguing. In Greek mythology, she was a Trojan prophetess, daughter of Priam last 
king of Troy. Her prophecies were true but were never believed. Were the parents 
hoping to have someone who could guide them in making the right decision in tough 


situations? ) % 5 
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Family of Nicholas and Christiana Ditto Amos in Ky. 


We left the family of Nicholas Day and Christiana Ditto Amos in Wash. Co. Md. 
according to the 1790 Census, apparently on their was to Ky. One of their older 
sons, Mordecai with his wife whom he had married in Wash. Co. and their'child, are 
also shown there in the 1790 Census. A son Thomas had preceded them to Ky. In 
1788 he married Catherine Devore in Jefferson Co., but when his parents came to Ky. 
and settled in Bourbon Co. he moved there also, ; 


Nicholas Amos purchased on 20 Jan,1795 one hundred acres of land on Hinkston 
Creek between the early pioneer village of Ruddle's Mills and Millersburg. Later 
most of their children settled in the same locality. It is quite possible that the 
Nicholas Amos family and that of Wm.(2) traveled together to Ky., as tradition has 
it that Wm-s(2) arrived there in 1794 and apparently the Amos family arrived in 1794 
also. Both had probably visited Abr.(2) and wife Mary in Wash. Co. (Amos family al- 
ready there), or attended his funeral, on the way to Ky. 


The tax list of 1796 shows that Nicholas owned 100 acres, 12 horses, and 2 slaves. 
He died in Aug 1815. The sale of his personal property was 15 Sep 1815 with final 
settlement of the estate to 12 children on 18 May 1818. These were all, except Mor- 
decai living in Barren Co. 1808-1818, and Bethia Barnett. Apparently Christiana had 
died some time before. Information on their children is as follows: 


Elizabeth, b. 1762 in Md., d. 1812 in Bourbon Co., m. 3 Mar 1780 Harf. Co. Md. 
Aquilla Parker, 1755-1834. (Note: Ref. 4, p. 172 shows Aquilla Parker m. Sarah 
Amos; obviously wrong as Sarah not born then.) 


.Mary, b. 1764, d. after 1820, m. 18 Apr 1783 Harf. Co. Md. Joshua Barton, (Ref. 4, 
p. 12), Joshua d. 1811-12 in Bourbon Co. 


Mordecai, b. 1762-70, d. after 1830 Rush Co. Ind., m. 18 Jan 1789 Wash. Co. Md. 
Pacience Spiers (Ref. 4, p. 4) Mordecai moved around a lot. He lived in Jes- 
samine Co, 1800-07, in Barren Co, 1808-18 (about 58 mi S of West Point, Ky), 
on tax list in Hart Co, 1819 and there in 1820 Census (about 42 mi S of West 
Point), and d. after 1830 in Rush Co, Ind. None of his deeds show a wife's 
signature, though 1 of his age is shown in 1820 and 1830 Censuses, 


Thomas, b. 1765-66 in Md., d. Sep 1830 in Bourbon Co., m. 30 Aug 1788 Jefferson 
Co. Catherine Devore, b. 1763 in Va., d. 8 Sep 1853 in Howard Co. Ind. 


Nancy, b. c. 1768 in Md.,’d. 1862 in McLean Co. I1]., m. before 1785 William 
Conaway, d. 7 Aug 1832 in McLean Co. Ill. They lived in area of present day 
Leroy, Ill. 


Nicholas, Jr., b. 15 Aug 1771 Balt. Co. Md., d. 20 Sep 1847 Bourbon Coe, m, 19 
-Feb 1795 Ann Jones, b. 28 Jun 1779, ie 12 Sep 1843. 


Christiana, b. c, 1773, d. after 1850 Pike Co. esa Me. Co 1790 Wash. Co. Md, 
Elias Malott, d, 1837 Jefferson Co, 


Benjamin, b. c, 1774 Harf. Co. hd., de after 1850 Moniteau Co, Mo., m. 21 Aug 
1797 Bourbon Co, Hlizabeth Griffin, b. c. 1781, d. after 1850 Moniteau Co. 
sg They moved from Warren Co. Ky., (county seat Bowling Green) to Cole Co, 

Mo.. (Jefferson City in this'co.) where they were in 1830 and 1840, In 1850 
they were with son Ransom's family in Moniteau Co. 


' 
' 
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Family of Nicholas Amos - continued 


Abraham, b. c. 1779 Harf. Co. Md., d. c. 1819 Monroe Co. 1ll., m. 27 Mar 1810 
St. Clair Co. Ill. Mary Garettsgon. Abraham was a Methodist circuit preacher 
in Ohio, Ky., Tenn., Miss., and 111. Polly Garretson was the first white 
girl to grow to adulthood in I1ll., being the daughter of James Garretson who 
was one of Clark's soldiers. He returned to Va. and brought his family back 
to St. Clair Co. Abraham was a member of the I11. Territorial Legislature 
1816-1818. He was in the 1818 state census in Monroe Co., but Mary was listed 
as Head of family in 1820. He was living when his father's estate was settled 
in 1819. His widow married another Methodist preacher, Nathaniel Pinckard. 


Sarah, b. 12 Dec 1781 Harf. Co. Md., d. 24 Dec 1844 Rush Co. Ind., m. 3 Apr 1801 
Bourbon Co. Daniel Thomas, b. c. 1778, d. 9 Aug 1846 Rush Co. Ind, 


Elijah, b. 1782 Harf, Co. Md., d. after 1856 Shelby Co. Ind., m. (1) 18 Sep 1800 
Bourbon Co. Rebecca Neale, daughter of Thomas and Letty Ashby Neale, m. (2) 
23 June 1840 Vassander Cullison. In 1827 Elijah and Rebecca moved to Rush Co. 
Ind. with all their children. Some of the children were already married, but 
all came with the possible exception of Thomas and Susannah, who owned land 
in Rush Co. from 1830 to 1833, Elijah purchased his first land of 60 acres in 
Rush Co, in 1835 and sold it about a year later. He then purchased 80 acres 
on 18 Apr 1836. Both of these farms were near the town of Richland. They 
lived there. until Rebecca died prior to 23 Jun 1840, on which date Elijah 
married Cassander Cullison., In 1842 Elijah sold the last acquired 80 acres of 
land, They were living in Fayette Co. (east of Rush Co.) then but did not own 
property there. By 1847 he purchased 974 acres northeast of Middletown, 
Liberty Twp., Shelby Co. (west of Rush Co.) It was sold in 1852 and he then 
bought 29 acres south of Prescott, Shelby Co. He then secured lots in Middle~ 
town and presumably that is where they were living when he died sometime after 
Nov 1856. On 28 May 1863 the widow Cassander Amos married Samuel Searight. 
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Other Ditto Families in Md. Records 


Before leaving the era of Abr.(3), that is, the late 1700's and early 1800's, 
let us look at various bits of information we found in the Md. records for that 
time which mention "Ditto" names, but which we have not connected with the families 
we have been discussing. Since they occur in Md. records it is possible some are 
related but also possible they are not related at all, The book "French Blood in 
America" by Fosdick mentions names of a number of French Huguenot families who had 
settled in Delaware and Pa. Among them was Deto, which could refer to one or more 
separate families. Some came as naturalized Englishmen, having gone to England 
first. In fact, the name Deto could ‘indicate a desire to make the pronunciation 
accord with English spelling. . 


First, let us go back and mention again Wm.(1) who married Jane Quine and had a 
daughter Elizabeth, We have to back up a little from the first paragraph, as we 
still think Wm.(1) was son of James(1) and thus related to descendants of Abr.(2). 
Also we wish to correct’ a minor error. We thought Wm.(1) would be mentioned in la- 
ter records but there was nothing after the mortgage of his property on 15 July 1745. 
He may not have been able to pay the mortgage, so gave up the property and moved to 
another state. His lease was practically a fraud and the farm was not productive. 


We mentioned on p. 7 that the inventory of Thomas Gadd's assets was prepared by 
William Gadd and Wm.(1). A closer reading shows that an error was made. It appears 


to be: Symbol 
ia : undecipherable 
To William Gadd, Dr. Separates(?) in Tobacco — 260 
To William Ditto | Do in Tobacco 100 
To the Tobacco in the House 3175 
Tobacco Totall is 3525 (error?) 


The signatures of those who signed the inventory are: — 
Edward Busse (his mark), William Gadd (his mark) Thomas Gittings, Auditors 
James Moore, Darby Hernly, Appraisers 10 March 1739 


Apparently Christiana was close enough to Wm.(1) to-have owed him and her step-— 
son William Gadd some tobacco, which was used as currency in those times. 


A Jacob Ditto appears in the 1790 Census of Balt. Co., the data for him being 
as follows: 2 white males over 16 including head of family 
2 white males under 16 
2 white females 
Slaves 0 


The 1798 Direct Federal Assessment for Balt. Co. shows the following property 
owned in Pipe Creek and North Hundreds of the county: : 
#2163 Part of Iron Intention — 
One hew'd Log dwelling house 2 story 24 x 13 
by addition of Stone one story 14 x 14 
One dwelling -2 acres Value $120 


#2650 Part of Iron Intention » te 
Stone Mill House 1 story 24 x 20, Saw Mill 40 x 13 
Log Barn 40 x 20 
273 acres Value $546.00 , 
Iron Intention was a very large tract on the border between Balt. and Fred. Cos, 
part in each, (At that time Carroll Co. did not exist; Balt. and Fred. were contig- 
uous.) The tract was north and east of Westminster, possibly on Big Pipe Creek. 
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The name Iron Intention suggests the tract probably contained iron ore. Hickory 
Ridge, Molley's Delight and other tracts mentioned in the really transactions of 
Jacob Ditto were undoubtedly in the same general area. (The foregoing information 
including the Federal Assessment was furnished by Lillian Bayly Marks, author of 
"Reisters Desire", a history of Reisterstown which is not far from the tracts men- 


tioned.) 


Jacob Ditto was very active in real estate transactions. From 1789 to 1803 we 
have record of 10 deeds whereby he purchased property in the same general area of 
northwest Baltimore Co, In 1802 he started selling the property, with 2 deeds in 
1803 and 5 in 1804. There were no récords after that time. We know the name of 
his wife was Catherine, as she had to sign all deeds for sale of real property be- 
cause she had dower rights in it. All the deeds show the name spelled Dittoo, ex- 
cept the signature was written Ditto. 


We received some information from Nelson Nuttall which shows that Jacob was men- 
tioned as one of the heirs of Barbara Deeto, deceased. (York Co. Pa. Orphan Court 
Docket, Book C, p. 67, 29 May 1772) The list of heirs in the account of the Admin- 
istrator shows "the following: John (oldest son), Francis, Jacob, Joseph, Peter, 
Anthony, Cathrine, Mary. Thus it appears that Jacob was probably born in York Co. 
-Pa., which is one of the counties bordering just north of the Md. line. 


Farther information shows: Peter, b. 1751; William, b. 1753; Francis, be 25 
Sept 1758, m. Eleanor Gift; John, b. 25 Sept 1858 (twin of Francis), m. Margaret 
Hinkle; Jacob, b.':1760, m. ’ Catherine Finck; Joseph, b. 1762 a Ireland?); Anthony, 
ie 1766; Michael; Zebulon. 


Some of the above is contradictory. If Peter was born in 1751 how could John, 
b. 1758 be the oldest? Peter was mentioned in 1772 in the list of heirs so he had 
not died. Also how could’Joseph be born in Ireland? 
I 


We noted in‘the DAR Patriot Index that both Francis and John served in the Revo- 
lutionary War. Apparently they were in the Northumberland Co. Militia. (Pa. Archives 
6th Series, Vol. VIII, p. 679) 


We stated above there were no records of Jacob Ditto in Md. after 1804. We are 
further indebted to Nelson Nuttall for a narrative from the Sesquicentennial of St, 
Joseph's Catholic Church in Somerset, Perry Co., Ohio. It states that the pleadings 
of Jacob Ditto in letters written in 1805 and 1808 finally resulted inthe construc-~ 
tion of the first Catholic Church in Ohio. Jacob paid for the 320 acres of land out 
of his own pocket. The 1805 date-corresponds with the disappearance of Jacob in Md. 
records.after 1804. The narrative further states that ancestors of Jacob came from 
Alsace. Maurine Schmitz mentions a Dr. Winston Ditto who is descended from Joseph 
DeToe of Alsace, and who had sons Joseph, John, Francis, Anthony, and Peter. Obvi-~ 
ously this is the same family of which Jacob was a part, 


Alsace is a province of France bordering Germany which at that time was  heetionie 
nantly Protestant. The family probably suffered discrimination and were uncomfort- 
able in their surroundings, so came to the U.S. to get more religious freedom. It 
appears that the descendants of James Ditto in Md. were Protestants, descendants of 
French Huguenots, It is not likely’ thére would be both Catholics and Protestants 
in related families of those days, as the religious antagonisms were very bitter. 
This supports our contention that not all persons with the surname Ditto were rela- - 
ted. Nowadays spch inter-family religious relationships frequently exist. 
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We noted in Ref. 4, p.67, that a Catherine Ditto m. David Eli 19 Sept 1797. 
(Fred. Co. Marriage Licenses 1778-1800) It seemed certain that Catherine must be 
the daughter of Jacob and Catherine, but it is necessary to reconcile the data. 

The 1790 Census showed 2 females. If Catherine were 16 when married her birth 
year would be 1781, which means Jacob and Catherine were married 1780.' Jacob would 
have been only 20, .assuming his supposed birth year of 1760 is correct. That is 
the date on his stone in the cemetery at Somerset, Ohio. That would have been much. 
younger than when tiost males married in those years, but’ of course it is not im- 
possible, The narrative from the Sesquicentennial of St. Joseph's Church states: 
"By ‘thirty five he had married and laid the foundation of a family of his own ...!! 
The date read from the stone could be in error; it could easily be 1750 as old 
dates on tombstones are frequently read incorrectly. Also the statement "by .35 he 
had married" would then be more exact, otherwise it is difficult to reconcile. 

. Also Catherine could be 18 or more when married, and the age of Jacob when she was 
born would be more reasonable. Jacob died in 1826, age 76 with 1750 his birth year. 


We also noted in Ref. 4, p. 85, that a Rebeckah Ditto m. Charles Gorsuch 2 Nov 
1786 in Anne Arundel Co. (Filed by Rev. Pigman in A.A. Co. 12 Jan 1787.) We have 
not identified her parents, 


On pe 13 we mentioned that a George Ditto took the Oath of Fidelity in Balt. Co. 
in 1779. Since he had to be at least 18 at that time he was born no later than 
1761. He could have been a son of Abr.(2), as Abr.{2) was’ 45 at that time and his 
Mary was 4O. If so, he must have died before Abr.(2) made his will in 1794. He 
was probably nota son of Wm.(1) and Jane Quine Ditto, as Jane would have been 48 
at the time, but he could have been born before 1761. We notefrom St. John's Parish 
Records (Joppa), p. 77 that a George Ditto was born 5 Apr 1809 to parents Callender 
Ditto and Ann his wife. The baby George could have been a grandson of the George 
who took the Oath of Fidelity in 1779. However, some land records-in Harford Co. 
(Liber HDY, folio 125, dated 14 Apr 1814) states that wife of Callender Ditto is 
Pierce Ditto, nee Pierce Webb, and not Ann. Could be the same person, with full 
name Ann Pierce Webb Ditto, 


Harford Co. Marriage License Records, p. 47, show one 30 Dec 1812 for Reuben 
Jones and Lovey Ditto. We do not know "Lovey", unless she was a sister of Callen- 
der, possible son of George. 


Ref. 3, p. 13, shows a marriage of Ann Ditto to Philip Benson in St. Paul's Par- 


ish, Kent Co. on 23 Sept la She could have been a sister of James(1), but we 
have no firm evidence. ; 
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Wm. (2) Ditto - Leah Legoe 
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Genealogy of Associutes Who Researched Ditto Records 


John H. Ditto, Jr. 


James Ditto - Christiana ? 

Abr.(2) Ditto - Mary g 

Abr.(3) Ditto - ??__, Ann Amos, Mary Berry 
Wm.(4) Ditto - Hannah Caroline Kershner 
Greenbury DeW. C. Ditto - Mary E. Miller 

John A.M. Ditto - Catherine M. Shirk 

John H. Ditto - Kathryn R. Thompson 

John H. Ditto, Jr. - Barbara Zimmerman 


Martha Langdon 


James Ditto — Christiana 2? 
Abr.(2) Ditto - Mary ? 
Abr.(5) Ditto — Martha Faure 
Joel Clubb — Elizabeth Ann Ditto 
Jonathon Rees - Roquesellany Clubb 
William Oliver Peak - Addie Boelyn Rees 
John J. Curtis — Addie May Peak 

Daniel Langdon - Martha Janet Curtis 


Nelson Nuttall 


James Ditto — peor ae is 

Abr.(2) Ditto - Mary =? 

im. (2) Ditto - Leah ee 

Price Nuttall - Mary (Polly) Ditto 
Archelaus M. Nuttall - Mary Frances Nuttall 
John R, Nuttall - Cassandra Shaw 

Wade Hampton Nuttall - Alta Borden Lindsay 
Nelson Nuttall - Geraldine Osman 


Maurine Schmitz 


James Ditto - Christiana K 

Abr.(2) Ditto - Mary 

Nicholas D. Amos - Christiana Ditto 

Elijah Amos —- Rebecca Neale, Cassander Cullison 
William Amos, Mary Trees, Mary Woods 

Perry Amas = Mollie Leota Dickersor 

Warren Francis Collins - Glendola Amos, Arlie Norman 
Frank August Schmitz’= Glendola Maurine Collins 


, 
’ 


(continued on next page) 
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